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LIVTRODCCTION 


That part of the Lower South, conprisins the mest 
Southern counties and not including seaboard cities and the 
elvise2 region; has been nesiscted oy historians... This tas 
been true perhaps because cf tha following reasons: it is 
a poor country, gensrelly called in Georgia "the Piney 
Woods*®, in Alabama “ths Wire-Grass"*, in Mississippi and 
Lonisiana "the Bayou Country.* It has been lacking in color, 
Withosa.tccLs +O Sstrize the ang or toss seeking the sensation- 
al or attractive, It has eee few cutstanding no- 
litical, military, or soctally prominent individuals. Fi- 
nally sourse matsrials relative to ita history have proved 
to te hard to obtain, few newspapers having been published 
there, officials records Being sparse, and very few fanily 
papers having been preserved. - 

Yet, the history of this largs region must be compiled 
before a comprehensive historical account the Lower South 
and of the states of that resion may be written. Thia study 
ts presanted es a contribution to that end. 

The period covered by this work is from the creation of 
ona county of this recion until shortly after the Civil Sar. 
An attemot has been made to trace the political, economic, 
ance social davelonment of that county curing those years. 
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CHAPTER I 


TEE CREATION OF COFFEE COUNTY AND TER 


STRUCCLE OVER TEE LOCATION oF TEE COUNTY SEAT 


Ags the nineteenth cantury opened, the lands of the 
s0ucvnR cantral Alabama srea from wnich noter chrfas County 
was to ba carved gere tn the Creek Indian territory, but 
the Indians did now have eny permanent towns in its eaercae 
The Creezs had their towns farthsr to the east on the Chatta- 
neoche River and in the Coosa.- pallapoosa region to ths 
Sortnee Bevertheless, the Indians. were thea chief scbhstacis 
to woite sattiemsnt in this rscion and the country could not 
be openad. up until Indian @samination of thea iand was brokene 
Tis Treaty of Fort Jackson in 1814 which ended th 
Creek War of 1915-14, threw open to settlement almost helf of 
the area of the present state of Alabama, This tncinded the 
future Coffea County but settlers aia not come in large 


mumbers to this piney woods country until almost twenty ysars 


Even so, the first federal sale of landed in Future 
Coffea County was made in lle, two years before the public 
lane office was established in Hilledceville, Gsorgla where 


paresis of this Creek country wers g01ld to the conquering ‘ 


ns eee 


= 1. Thomas VcAdory Owen, History of Alabama and 
, wes S Ee | SPR PIGRS LUE 
Dictionary of Alabama Plosraphny, Vole Le, pe oS 
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enites. Joann OD. Player bought land in townshiz fiva, rance 


r 


2 2 
~teatsen, and section four. It is not known whether he 


aattled the land or note At any rate he was the only legal 


torcowner in the county for twelve years. The next record= 


ad encry of land waa in 1924, when Reddin Heeks, Lewis” 


—.tohison;. end Sammel ¥. Pearman bought land in township 
seo and range nineteen. vanes Varrison entered land in 
pach, tut the next sales were not made until 1850. 
A total of three hundred and eleven pecple purchaassd © 
public land in the 1930's. The two mest significant years 
of inis decade, from ¢@ lend sale point of view, were 1055, 
when eignty-nine persons touch’ land, cae 1236 when eisht7— 
tcur people entered land frem the goverment. Through 15c9. 
a total of tomes hundred and sixteen peoples had bought land 
tm, Corfee County. | 
Politically the land to: which these: settlers came had 
bean subject to various claims and negotiations since the 
tords Pirst antsred it. it has been in turn Snanish terri- 
then French, then Eritishy then Spanish again, and fi-_ 
relly and definitely 1% vas recognized as a part of the United 
Ctstes. All this tims it was in fact a possession of the 
Cronk Inctans. Later it was to be a nart of Georgia, then 


ozrt of tha Miasiesinni Territory, then of Alabama Territory 


D) rorfae County Deed Book, De SOs Located in tise 
o . iy ——- rT es 8. FPS a7 : c 

Secretary o: state's ofiic6, ontecnerye Sea map page o, 
section encircled, 
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ane. Peaits tas State of Alabama. Various counties, too, 

tad held this land: Washington, Monroe, Conecuh, Harry, and 
+san Dale before finally it was to emerse as a political eanti- 
ty all its own, only itself to share still later in the birth 
£ Geneva. County and to give a small nortion of ttself also 

<5 Crenshaw County, 

The Treaty of Paris in 1785, between Great Dritain and 
tne United States at the enc of the Anerican Sepetateey. had 
fined the thirty-first parallel of latitude as ths boundery 
line between the United States and Spanish Florida. This 


+~enty tized the future southern boundary of Coffas. ‘<foare 


) 


Spe Geer ert Goren NOD ue CS vols Line, incindine all of tha 
futxre Coffse County, was claimed by Svein end known to the 
‘paclards aes part or the Province of West Florida, This 
territery had been ceded by France to Great Eritein an i7Sd, 


or 


hut the Spaniards hed not recognized this cession and indsed 
ec conquered it in 1781. “Sventually, by the Treaty of 1795, 
vetwueen the United States and Spain, ths latter ceded her 
claim to the territory known as West. Florida which Syain said 


SO, NCeCec a vecoL cr Oum tne CouUnury lone Soutn of a line .crawr: 


* = % = 0 
t-rourh the mouth of the Yezoo River (32° 20')} east to the 





Cte wae nem lSeo seer onshe watts nor Montcomery-and 
tenors osc tor ys 2avelvedsrac acnroximatsly oné third 
of Aledama, ths southern third of which Encludes Coffee County 
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In May, 1798, the United States Conzress, with the con— 
scent of tha State of Georgia, had organized the southern 
mortion of all that country lyins between thirty-one derrees 
anc thirty-two degrees and twenty minutes into the Yissiagsippl 
ferritory. This is the first time that the future Coffee | 
curly ae ccoe Aas tie control of ths gadaeral. 
cvernment. In 1804, the “ississipoi Territory wes extended 
mortn to the Tennessee line.” 

Bhat is now Coffes County at the cpenins of the nine= 


tesnth century was in cescincton Connty, which was created 
So eune 4, 1¢00, by Governor Winthrop Sargent of the issiesipp: 


Perritor=. kesnineton is the cldest, in name, of ths vresent 


_Courcies and it was not ail in wheat is now Ala- 


arr 
a) 
| 
So 
J! 
i) 
i 


<= 


teme, Indeed, dy eastern standards 1 was an enormous county, 
teing more than half as large as all New England. Washington 
azbraced all the country between the Chattahoockee River on 
tres east and ths Poarl River to the west in Hississipsi and 


the parallel thirty-one degrees on the south and thirty-two 
5 


fh 
ie) 


erees and twenty-eizht minutes on tke north. 
By proclamation of Davia Holmes, then Governor of the 


Mise oe oie ere tor eon Ulra 27, 1cid, <asnineton County 


limes onuen of tts extent including present day Coffee, to the 
2 3 & at 
nN3ely ersated konrce County. ma vseCoune yer a ced (ali of, 
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sre lands which had been ceced by ths Creeks in tha Treaty 
of Fort Jaczson, August oy isl4, and included nearly ons 
ral’ of the present area of Alabama, Eut in a very short 
tins Monroe's dimensions wers reduced by the successive for= 
mation of Montgomery, Wilcox, and in 1819 of Conecun 
Sountisse Cof2se was a part or iG ee tas eet: ae A 

The Mississippi Territory vy 1019 bad been Aivided {on 
December 10, 16817) and the eastern part had been organized 
tnto the Alabama Territory. Alabama had been made a state 
by act of Congress on Yarch 2, 1819, Nearly all of South 
flabama was then incluced in Conesuh County, which was cre=- 
ated on February 135, 1815, by the legislature of the Ala- 
bana Territory.! 

Phe first session of the legislature of Alabama, on 
December 13, 1819, divided Consecuh into several countiss of 
wrich Eenry was one.” Coffee, asleng with what are now 
Covington, Dale, Geneva, and parts of Crenshaw, Pike, and 
Bsrbour, besides present day Hamty, wers embraced in this 
lerce southeaat Alabama county known as Honry. 


nnn nnn ne ttn 


Aets Passed at the First Ssssion of oo Bérst 
-ssemoTy OL the Kiavara Yorritory; in eet ont y— 
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Bee OLeecimc obec anera, Assemoly Of of the State of Ala- 
tara, Pessed at its First Session, Wich was becun and neld 
fie = Scant Bunvsviils, on Rowday, tho Dwentyerts os car 
Ci Soper, Une Shousand Biche gunered 226 eee re! 

22 ooo tap Ee LS ee a 
eniea tna Saventeent -87 Of Lecemsor tre Sams sear, I. Oo, 
(hereinarter cited as Acts of tne Alabama Lesislature). 
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corffes County was next a part of Dale, which was cre= 
ated from Henry on December er 1824," Dale at that tine 
included what is now Coffee, Dales, and Gensva Counties. 

Sventually, on December 5, 1841, William oa, Winston, 


_ 
= 


Reoresentative from Dexalb, r 


w 
'g3 


Seen oe, wo >* 
orvsd 4 Didl from tha Sore 


mittee on County Eoundcaries, to the House of Representatives 


10 
to create a new county from the western portion of Dale. 


Tre Dill, as first oressented, had blanks where the name of 
traeensw county would be filisd in, At the third resdi ne or 
the dill, Archiblad HE. Justice, Representative from Tals, 
movec to fill in the blanks wherever thsy occurred with the 
name "Coffse* to honor Gensrel John Coffees. on the motion 
of W. S. Taylor, from Faystte, the bill was amended by an= 
crossed rider so as to name thse county seat of said county 


or 


"Gellborn.” The amandmerit was accepted and the motion was 
- ar cee P rit 
adopted by the House on December 22, 1841, 
The sams Cay, Angus HcAllister, Senator from Covington, 
from the committse to which was referred the bill to create 
& new county, reported ths same back to the Senate. These dill 


was read and ordered to a second reading. On December 27, 1S41, 


the bill cams up for a finsl readine, with the amencments 
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12 
hich the Zouse kad adopted, and was passed ty the Senate, 


Fue Bill to creato Coffees County finally becarms las on Us- 
carver 29, 1841, The sounty as crested contained parts of 
t+o later created Geneva and Crenshaw Counties, Ths bounca~ 
ries wees; on the west, the range line dividing ranges 
gixctsen and nineteen; on the sast, tne range Loos clLvicing 
rances trenty-t9o Boge weno  8Ss-0n tle north, Cis comn= 
suiza lins dividing townstips seven anc eizkt; and om the 
south the farous thirty-first parallal, then ths border be- 
13 
teeagr Alabsms and rliarica. 

Bifeas;, op .o4l; Coffees vas Eieiinee es tnasatt lacs 
eoming im from Gsorgia ard cther foutheastern states, The 
Inéian wars were still fresh in the minds of the people, 
and 13 was catural that the county ard county seat should 
“eve been named for two heress of these wars,. Gensral John 


Coffse, for whom the county was named, served under Ceneral 


a 


Anerew Jackson dering the Crea Indian War of 1815-14. Hs 
© =~) = 


¢ 


ciso caw servica at the battle of New Orisans as Commander 
24 
of the Mounted Tonnesseeans. THe f£ounty Saat was seamed {cor 


General Zilliam Nellborn, gho was ons of ths Alabama Com— 








: ~ 222 
anderg in the Creek Indian Yer of 1355-57. 
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The. ersating act appointed Commisstoners to secure a. 


suitable place for a seat of justices, The cormsigs Lonera, 
eSitcon fT. Reet ason, James Claxton, Thomas Cols, and Amon 
Gissins, were to secure not over ona huncred and sixty acrea 
of land; not over six miles from ths center of the county 
and clesem if sessible, They had vawer to let Como aocLs Lt os 
vas erection of tha public bulldtnes, and to sell lets in 
the town site to the hishest bidder to secure money to pay 
for tha builldinss. These acts alse providee for Coffas to 
continus to vote with rale until the next anaointment. sma 
the voting prscincts wers to remain the sama, An. @¢lecettion 
was called ta be rele the first Honday in Merch, IEEE Sep ote a 
the purpose cf electing ecunty officers, but any offtcer of 
Dais living im Coffee would cat to serve out his tern.” 
Ths Commissioners apparently experienced difficulty in 
Bcc oOOSens ths, sits for Wéilborn. Controversy as to alter- 
native sites ves such that thay deamed it wise to give all 
tne pecvle the right to votes on this lasus, Consequently 
on Fetruary 1, 1&45, a subsequent act of the Lestslature 
previced for the sheriff to edvertisa an selection for this 
prose, The act further specified that the election should 


ve announced twenty-cays in advance from three olacas in ths 
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Fentonvills and that the selection for county 
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in May, 1845, After the locetion ot Nellhorn should have 
teen Cstermined, the sherirs was sracwerec to assoint con= 
eleatoners*to bulid &@ court house and J8il, and te sali tots 
to raisa monay for -the culldings,?? 

£gain, controversy over this issues seems to heave flared, 
Avparently. the question was nos. put to the pecola in May, 
1645. The county officers, however, were elected ane com 
eiszioned. Thksy were: ¥€Lllliam Peoples, Sheriff; Fertley 
ZH. Iucker, Cleric of thea Cirevzet Courts Renfa-in Pl tuctes 


Cierk of the County Court; and Janes Claxton, Jutcse of the 


we 


Gounty Comet. This was 2one tefore ths office of th 
eucge of Probate was created: nearwriles the fudse of the county 
Court carrisd out the duties of the present Probate Judge, 
Sconer or later the thorny question as to the location 
of the county seat had tc be resolved. Once rors ths State 
Legislature was called toon to create & commission to under- 
cake this unpleasant duis, The bill presented tc the Lecis- 
lature, however, was such that the faction which wanted selien 
corn to be built in the center of the county carried their 
point. The bill called for appointment of commissioners to 
select on or before the first #oncay in Harch of that year, 


asa sits for the county seat, forty acres of land which 


shcule be located Within one mile of the center of the county 
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and on suitable sround for a town, The Combastonsrs wars 


Ths commissioners cactded on a location at townshin 
four, vangs £20, arvi seotion 54, and lald off a town which 
e253 callisd Sellsern, as zrovided in the aez of tha lesisae 
latere oreatinc tha county, The act of the lesislatre, 
from which these Commisclomers obtained their autherity, 
orovicsd that the county seat os iccated within one site of 
tno cantar of the county, D233 thea sits the Cormmissfoners 
piexed for weilborn was aporexizstaly three milas from tha 

asec Ths Commissioners were alther fencrant af the 
cerovisiona of the act or wlllfuliy cisregarded the di- ; 
mactions of tha legislature, Ths act srovided that the sits 
ssiectsd smonld be on = sroumd. sultable for s town, and the 
Comissionsra ray fave reacned ths detision thers was mst @ 
suitable location within cone silo ef the canter of the cointye. 

The court house and jati wors eomisted in 1645. Thay 
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worg made of lors and vory cmudely construct Boro Lots 
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Afte> the county saat had been moved to iba, the county 
sola ths old county saat croperty at Yellborn te Willits 
Peaccecx, There were forty acres in the vlot which sold for 
tao hundred and ten Ballers. 7 Tne proverty 1s now being 
eultivatad, All signs of the former publics buildings are 
sone. Sallborn was located about one quarter mile east of the 
present Damascus Baptist Churche. 

The court house at Yellhorn was destroyed by fire in 
Yareh, 1851. Ths story still persists that the burning of 
the court heuse was arson, as most of the people were not 
satisfied with its locations Tuere is nothing to support this 
story, for-charges wers not oroucht against anyone, The 
lagislatears in Fabruary, 1852, passed an act authorizing tne 
Protats Judge to procure suitable and separats books in which 
to record anew ail ceeds, marriags licenses and cther papers 

Pee co : 
required by law to be recorced,. 

The legislature on December 16, 1851, authorized the 
Probate Judge and Commissionars of Roads and Revenue to lavy 
a tax, not to exceed fifty percent of the stats tax, for the 
exoress purpose of building a court housa and epourtenances 


Zor ths County.<4 It was the intention of the lesislature 


for the new court rouss to be Built at ths location where th 
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sae pecole had rever been satisfied with ths location 


cf the county sast a and cid not sish for it te be rebuilt at 


ta 


wslisorn, The lesislature had arbitrarily etated that the 
ce closes to the center of the county 
without taking ints consicsration the wishes of the psanls 
o> the Tact that the canter arsa FAS ths most sparsely 
settled in ths county, Most of tha people lived tn the 
northern mart, centered ar around Blba, at the junction of tha 
Pea River and Shite Water Crseks and around Indice Hsaad 
(Clintonville) located at township five, range twanty-one, 
section thirtsen, and situatad, 3 was Elba, on ths main 
esst anc west road, 


Sus to crrosition to rebuildins the court house at th 


relatively inaccessible ‘Wellborn, eoé lesislature, on 
on 
January 30, 1ES2, passed an act dirsecting the sheriff ta 


hold an election, Ch the first Moncay in Anpust, 1852, to 
cetsrmine the permanent location of ths court house, The 
voters were authorized te select Yallborn, Elba, or Indice 
Head, and the site receiving a majority of the votes was to 


te the county seat, provided the citizens of the tow should 


build a good and substantial court house and jail free of 
£5 

Cargo) Cece UCOUn tgs 2215 ect assured thay the county 

Se ee a el bern, for 2havs was not sncush 
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Vooeroetne thay section of ths county to carry the 6LScvicn, 
nor were trere resicents to build the vreseribed sdificesa, 

games D, Hclean was sheriff at the time of the election 
ana 0. 4, Garrett and Jonn L. Eenton were managers. On 
Octovoer 5, L252, thay made and assigned thse certificats of 
tne result of tha elsction as. Yollows; 


#a, James D. McLean, Sheriff of Coffee County, 
ana 0. 8%. Carrett and dgonn L. Henton, marsa- 
gers of the election held yesterday at Wallborn, 
the court house of Coffee, and at the different 
precincts in said county, do hereby certify 
that ths followins ts a correct statement of 
the results of said election for the nermanent 
seat of justice ras Softes County under an act 
of thea Isst (sic) session of tha legtsleture 
of the State of Alabama, upon consolidating the 
results from ths ceveral precincts or said 
county, viz; Slda has 491 votes and indiso Head 
has 455, ehich gives Elba 33 votes majority, 
and ss thsrefors hereby declares clba ta be a= 
sctad. witness our hends and seals this thse 
PA Peer aayore0c conser, MAG Oe) 12624 


James D, MeZLean, Sheriff (Seal), 


0. #. Garrett, Hanager (Seal) 
John L,. Benton, Harazger (Seal) 


2&6 

Thea citizens of the town of Elba wers well pleased cover 
the selection of their town es the county seat. A mass meet- 
‘ng was held and F, 4, Garmons, Micajan Harper and James 
i, Cauthen were anpointad as a building committee ta see tao 
MeBec Ons Tec re On Ole ccs Ccurt [ousSs (ane jail, J. 8B, Sirzrons 
Bee Ose oe Or tne core 2oues ane a suitable 20t for 


fue : 5 + . * 4 a e s & 
om os ieee se Ol utiog: 30m «no0money was raised to pay 


~ Cee we 

25, Conied from ths orisinal election returns.in the 
oe Seer ah aw aS a pare os 
Pe eC eo G ee) Car OMe ca er Ooo story. 
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for the construction of tne ouildings, for Elba wes not 
incorporated at this time. 

The court heuse when completed was a painted two story 
pbuilding with a painted paling fence around it, As to- 
bacco chewing was prevaient, it was customary to keep saw 


Aust On tne ticor of the court room. To this erd barrels 


rag 
of saw dust were conveniently orovided, 


The title ta the court house and jail wore conveyed to 
the county on September i2, 155, The deed conveying the 
property to tha county reads as follows: 


Trat.im consideration of an act of thea lesis- 
laturs cf the State of Alabema passed 
vanuary SO, 1852, which previded that the town 
racsivins the hictsst munber of votes, shall 

be the crermensnt seat of justice for the 

County of Coffas, provided said town shall build 
@ good and substantial court house and jail, 
free of charge to said county, and the town of 
Slba having recetvad the majority of all the 
votes cast in said siection and the citizena of 
said town having complisd with the law in suck 
casas, mads and provided, have given, sranted, 
conveyed, and confirmed and by these presents 
deth sive, crant, confirm unte Coffse County 
satd house, erected upon the public square, 
Said pudlic squares deeded by J. B. Simmons to 
James Claxton, Probate Judge of Coffes, and to 
the Commissioners of Revenue and Roads for said 
County, on the twelfth day of Saptember, 18535, 
and thetr successors in office fer the use of 
Coffee County. 


it tock eleven years for the seonle of Coffee County 


tO arree upon a cermanent site for the county seat. It 
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QO Center oF Coffee 
County prior 4o 1/868 
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Map of Coffee County 
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H, A. Ages, a Yontgomery businessman, traveling 
sr>ougn Coffse County in the 1250's found fs attractions 
there for a traveler as hoe perceived mostly a auccession 
of pine trees and tall wayins grass, Herds of cattle were 
igzily erasing amid this luxurious natural pasture, or 
lying dawn surfolted with the abundant nourishing supoly 
of foods shan he wrote later in 1909, Acse recalled. a 
tract of levsl, sparsely settled, unbroken forests of 
yellow cine which offered few variations for the C786 
Shere was a covered bridse across Pea River which Acea dea- 
cribed, but bis attention was focused mostly on the rcads 
which he found to be rough. 

There were not any good roads tn the 1850's and tn- 
ceed very few public roads of any Kind, The mein reads con- 
nected Clba with the county seats of the adjoining countios. 
One led from Elba through Indico Head {Clintonville} to 
Daleville, one westward to Montezuma (Andalusta) in Coving= 
ton County, one north to Troy in Pike County, and ona south 


: : 2 
torcugh Geneva to the Gulf at Fort Walton, These roads 
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wore *ory cruca, oelng little more then Clearinss through 
the wooedse In the low miry places loss were used to form 
8 corduroy ted to prevent boccing, Farms and honéesitas 
were widely scattered and the roads between comaunittias 
were maintained oy tha indivtcnals, The usual mods. of 
pew tebe a62yshor'seback.». ) 

‘The relatively lisht toflex of settlers to Coffes| 
County which started in the 1630's continnea through the 
124C's and 1850's, The United States Census of 1350 showed 
a population of 5,940, 5,320 of ghom were white; 557 were 
slaves, ang tiree ware free persons of color, This ficcure 
had increased te 9,625 by 1260, when the whites mumbersd 
,2CO, the slaves, 1417 ané the Pres persons of color six.” 

There wers €93 white families in Coffee county in 1850 
with en average of 6.03 weonta per family, whereas, tn 1960 
here were 1,575 fantiiags with en average of 5.965 peosles rer 
famiiy. For Alabama eat larce these figures atocod at 5.82 
and 5,47, Shen these figures are compared with those on 
vealth the comciusion ts reachad that the peopls of Coffse 
County were Pollowing tre normal condition wherein poorer 
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pécpia have more chtléren than do rich ones, 
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is Oe 2GLorranhic Reoroductions of tha ranuscrpint sheets 
0 the United Statas Census Enumerstors for Alahera in 1859 
So SIS Ue University of Alabaza Geary lala bao. toe Sect 
that sl] the S@eUrss en popiiiat¢on and alavery in this stucy 
are compilations based upon this material, footnote references 
“03 Pereatter exclvesd to other Hecort als) exari med | 

ae +*  Glanton %, Williams, Stetistical Atlas of Antadellim 
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43.in all frontier sattleme ents, a larce percentase oF 
the people ef Coffees County was torn in other localities, 
Yoat of the original settlers came from Georgia and all ex= 
cept ebout three per esnt of the others came from South ca= 


roling and Yorth Carolina. Wo rich Virginia Dianters. moved 


invo enis section of Alabama, Py 1950 more than half of the 


tal. white-nonuletion was tern ty Alabama. The ficure was 
55.53 ser cant. This percentase by 1260 haa tnereased to 
568.48, MNesrly adi of those not nativas of in had baen 


born south of ths Nason and Dixon ling. 
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Tee followins table 
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V8s a@ synthesis of the origin of 








this group; 
ORIGIN OF SOUTEERE POPULATION 

Hes Sen iy, uO, . Seta 
Total whites 5,380 8,200 
Alabama 2,296 53,83 4,€94 53.69 
Ceorsia ociS 29.78 2,77 26.54 
Scuth Carolina 5S4 Bee ysts: 64S ese 
Horth Caroline 441 3.19 412 5.02 
Plorida 1c? 3,98 $3 alga, 
Virsinia bar! 1s 
Hississimon? 9 6 
Tennesses 7 g 
Kentucky Fs Ee = 
Arkansas BE 0 
Louisiana o 
Texas re 
Haryland us 

Oniy ten people in the county in 1850 were born north 

of ths Mason and Dixon BGM. alii 1g60. thie ficurse was eleven, 





te. 
the following table sives the oricin of this group: 


ORIGIN OF RORTEzey POPULATION 








STATE 1859 1S56 
New Yori 4 aS 
Yassachusetts. 2 2 
Delevare 2 a 
Hew Jersey M L 
Connect! ext x 
Ternont ” | 2h ae 


in ISSO, there wers twslve Sa who “were born in 
foreisn countries; in 1250, tris number was fourteen. Zhe 
countries: in which these peopis were card are shown in the 


Solicwing tabla; 
ORIGIN OF FORSTCHY EI: 





COUNTRY me Per Srosoms = * / 1860 
Scotland | 4 | 2 
Ireland ares 4 
Bollard L 
England zi a 
Demzayis a, 

Comma my x S 
Jermaica A 
Polard | > 4 


inere was an overall population increase of sixty-two 
Per cent from 1250 Ota 1860. The tnereass of the white poou- 


“8tion was Lirty-two ver cent. in the year LESO there was 


26 


a total cf two hundred and three birtas to the whites and 
fres persons of color and thirteen births of slaves, <dniy 
sixty-two dsaths occurred among the whites and fres persons 
of color and only fou slaves died.” The population was in= 
creasing rapidly from natural canses.s 


> 


“Host oF the settlars in Coffee Caunty wers poor, bus 
gome owned slaves and trousnt tha slaves with them to thsetr 
naw homes. in 1650, there pores 6ST slaves in the county, 
who xommed 9.58 per cent ef ths total population, By 1260 
the mumber of alaves had increased to pean, an incresse of 
154 ner cant corer LE50. In 1850 the slaves formed 14.78 ner 
cent of the total population, ne hundred and twenty-eickt, 
or 14.55 per esnt of ths total number of white families, 
owned slavsa in i&50,. in 1&60, there ware 239 slavencidess, 
who repressnted 17,53 per cent of the total nomber of white 
families, ; 

Theres were only a few largs slaves holdings itn Coffee 
County. In 1950, the average nmumcter of slaves per owner waa 
4.353 by 1860, this had increased to 5.95. In 1550, 116 
persons cyned less than ten slaves; in 1560 this fisure atcod 
at 196, In 1850, only twalve persons owned ten or more 
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Sue Seventh Conans. ofthe United States (1550). 
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Tee distritution of slave Ownership is shown in the follow- 


ings tabls: 


DISTRISEUTION or SLAVE OWNERSETP 

NUMBER OF SLAVES HUMEER of OWWERS 
1850 1260 

oh 25 oe. 
15 = 4 
3 ; 8 2s 
4 g uit 
Ss 1s taney 
6 7 16 
3 8 12 
8 a g 
e 4 5 
10 and under 15 9 17 
15 and under 20 2 4 
20 and under 36 ak fe 
30 and under 40 - 4 
41 Be 


As the county became more thicki; Settled, villaces 
Eptared, for the creat distance to shopoi ne centers, and 
ths condition of the roads mado tt imperativa for the 
fermers to have the means of eetting supolias Close at hand, 


PA ee Rs Lt Sage ES) SBe e ~ 
Dmvsh Keine Teas Rel Ab SStbt lend ne) areas SIUC? of 


Seatec at 


what is nowy Clintonville, ‘The community was first callisd 
Lae foro P89G,ecsis9 thers vas ao puddetal phielanarg « aerocine 








ey 
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ree One of the first VOtins pr Cincts in Coffee County 
wes created at Indigo Fead in oe Laney iiecs Cone 
tinued to erow until in 1&56 the pDODUlstion wes around twrs 
huncead, This firure could 08 matched ont niy Sy eve. =6Lb 
was a creat blow to the citizens of indige Head in lsse, 
ecen Llba, instead of their Villages, was selected to to- 
comé the county seat, 

the mame of the tosn was cha Pantene ee Eaad. to 
Clintonville in 185S. Bhy the naze was changed or shy 
Slintenyille was seleeted tgs not <i0WR. The town had 
resnered throuck tha 1850's and on January 13, Zoo a 
post ortice sas- established there, John A. Plemine was the 
first cost master, Luring ths per ied there existed in ome 


ght storas, a blacksmith shop, and two crurches, one 


ct 
d 
ia 

iy 

(4s) 
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wetkodist, the other Eaptist, 
The lsgislatures on Jamary ll, 1880, granted a ays 
to the Clintonville vale and Female Academy,® This was the 


f{>3t academy in the coun ty, and thus Clintonvilts pecans 


e 


the culturgl and ecucationsl center of the county and ~e- 


=Sined so for a number or years, 


6. Letters, written OTA AS Edwards, filed under 
Corfse County in Archives Peper crenc, Zontgonary, 


(ee Ges Ofatha Aya haaa Larislatcre (1S44-45), Dew las 








28 





natt a2 Bee csiieaiai 


- 4 7 
_.£ of badecion BaP yOSReee 


5 one one) ett See ar 


«sf putz Begs : fh 
: a . a 7 

| q ;¢ ecers.a «9 

ees exam 6a) Ve veal at off 43 

7 


ater eee eL0tvootsalig | 


i 
_ 












29 


Some of ths pioneer fanilies of Clintonville ware the 


Flemines, Eutehensons, Marshes, Sawyers, Soyens, and fs- 


©) 


=iba rad its economic beginning vith the estadlishmant 
of a Perry across Peg River between what ia now Claxton and 
Polk Sireets. Tha ferry was established D7 s ¥, AcLana,.. 
fhe exact date of the buildines of the ferry is not Sean 
but it is believad it sa in the early 1agorgs,2° 

the land on which Elba is located Was entered by 
Sphraim King on Fedruary La, 1336, About the yeer 1949, 


King sold his holdinss to a6. 22 B. Simmons and his brother-ine 


law, Capoa T. Yelvarton, 
Simmons and Yalverton organized the Simmons “ercantiis 
company, wiich was the first stors in Elba. For rany years 
the pest office was located in their store bul lating and 
a”. Simznons served as post master, They called the town 
Fentonville in konor of Colonel Thomas Bart Penton, Senator 
from Rissouri, who won the favor of Alabama fin the Creek var 
of 1815-14, Servings in Alabama ang commandine Fort Montgomery, 
With the crowth of th 2@ town, the citizens of Esnton— 
“Ville thoucht the nane should be chanced to one mors fitting 
for g shrlving community, ‘The name Was changed in 1946 oy 


Placitns different names in a hat and drawing, Each person 








+Iaey 602 ni caw 22.80 
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present coulé submit one name. John E. Simona who had 
besn reading &@ tiosraphy of Sasoleon Fonaparte containing 
reference to the tsland to which he was first banished, 
placed the name of Elba in the hat. Elba was Cra wri. In 
($1852 when by act of the state legislature e voting precinct 
WAS srsated ths new. name yas officta ally recogni ized, ot 
in 1852, after Elbe wags Selected ta be the county seat, 
the town was moved back from the river ons—halif rhies The 
town in its new location was planned with ths strests lead 
ing from thse court house Square. ost of the streets were 
named for the Isadins citizens, Claxton, Yelverton, Cor - 
dellia, Adrisem, as well es Comrt and Polk Strests, run 
north and south, Lavtis, Collier, Simons, and Buford 
Streets, as well es Putnan Street, run east and west. On 
“ay 7, 1€55, an slection was held ana the people voted ta 
incorporate the town, !* ie | 
Another community, in time named Victoria, was first 
settled in the early 1830's, The villase itself was never 
very large, but was the center of a relatively thickly 
Settled farmin- district, This com: munity for some years 
bore the annelletion Somt Sye, a story persists that th 
men of the settlement would eather outside of J. ¢c, Frown's 


Dlaca of business end in cold weather would builea a hehe te es 
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“yp, Or MES. Frown, or both, apparently had rules against 
arinktne in their house, After spending several hours 
arounc the open fire talikine and Crinking, the men's faces 
would be coated with smut, Somsone remarked that the men 
of the community always had smit around their eyes. Tha 
mame stuck and tne comminity i3-still sometimes referred to 
as Smut Tye, 
some of the people wers incesed over the name applied 

to their community, however, and wanted a more appronriste 
name coosen. 4 movement vas started by some of the young 
men in the lats 1850's or early 1860's to changes the name 
fost. ccorta. tc honor & Hiss "Vick? “inslow, then thea valle 
of thea commmity;. This was Satisfactory with everyone, but 
for a long time the new name was seldom used, The story 
goes that ¥iss Winslow was tiLehly flattered at the honor and 
would correct anyona who used the old name of Smut Eye. 

siss Sinslow ia said to have owned the first piano in 
Coffee County. It was brought from Montgomery on g Wagon in 
the late 1850's, The Piano attracted psopls from miles 
arounc, whe cams to see and hear it, for tt was an oddity and 
the people wers curious,t° 
Victoria never developed into a town, but rematned 


tepouch the years Simply a rurel corminity center 


‘O27 sentera of Bonulatianightonensrs arorinent before 
Corres: siebierejemmitten ty ¥. &. Edwards, filed widen 
" ~*83 County in Archives Venarcrent, nentsomary., 
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tee Sivil Yar hava disappeared or thetr neoss bave been 
enarmcec., in 1260, post oP?teceas were. located at Geneva, 
Eencerssn'gs Store, Rocky ead, Eaw Ridce, and Victoria, be- 
sides Clintonville and Bids gt In the election of 1859, 
boxes were located at ths following places; Elba, Danally, 
coffees corner, Tilron!s fd a Simmons HIll, Smut Sye, In=. 
digo Head, Haw Ricca, ae #ellborn, Geneva, Flat Cres, 
Old Poen, and Rushing, ?® 

Public education in Coffee County es in other frontier 
communities-lagced. Thsre were 666 peoole in Coffee County 
in 1250 who wars. illiterate, This was 02.58 per cent af the 
people twenty years old or olzsr, Hine of the 4lliterates 
mee tern, this fiomwes representing seventy-five per 
cent of the total foreien born, Tee ts interesting in viow 
of the legal prohibition against educating slaves that two 
of thes free persons of color in the county ware literate,2°® 

There ware no pudlic funds for the Support of schools, 
consequently education was irrecular and of poor quality, 
The peopie in-a community, who were interested in educating 
tkeir children, would build a School house and hire a teacher, 
These schools were supported by charsinzs a small fee to 


ci fencsennd oy private donations, There was no central 





from the election returns in the Lenpsrtment of 
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hirine teachers, enc no varticular qualifications 
“STO established &3 prerecuistts to teaching, Teachsrs of 
eny xind were scarce and the board of p local school would 
nire an itinerant teacher rith no information as to his 
qualifications out the candicatets sssertion that he could. 
rendis ths jcb, The school rousas wers vory crude, usu-. 
Bliy,0aing 4. tyni cal frontier one room los buildings without 
giass windows, 

There were seventeen schecls in the county in 1850, 
and all of them were one teacher schools, The published 
census Por 1850 sives the number of pupils enrolled in these 
sckools as 290, tat the number of children attending schcol 
es returned by families were 712, Phe Schools probebly re- 
verted ths averace ettendence, while parents reported e 


child attendins school if be wont for only a few days. As- 


cepting the larger ficure of tiz, this yas only 50.76 per 


ace. The tatal income for ths seventeen schools was 35,480 
This money all came from rrivate sourcas, and 

ae a yaehns : ape 

everaces only 2205.00 per school, she shortasesof noney 


: 


acner's salaries to be vary low and the school 
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J. G. Moore was the first’ person to hold that corfica in 
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cofise County, %e was selected in the ceneral election of 
Pose The superintendent recsivod no Salary and acted 


only in an adviec 


r} 
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apacity to the local sehool boards, 

Tatil 1880 thers was not a school in the county above 
the slementary lavel, but on January 13 » L860, as notad 
7 wld i3gislature cranted a charter to the Cltntoen< 
vilie Yals and Female Academy. Tha trustees af the new 
school were Alfred AcGes, John A, Fleming, William EB. vate 
son, :.38 HR. Soclin, J. Gs. ¥o0re, Levis Futchinson, dPe, and 
as Brook, 2? The trustees of th 18 academy wera eranted ths 
jower to arect bulldincs, elect s president, and eo the other 
thincs thich were necessary ts the operation cf a boarding 
school, The- school house, as completed in 1880, was a two 
story frame Dullding painted white, The first head of ths 
school was #3. A. Edwards, whe owned a vlantation in 5 Yale 
County. Edvarcs rented hts plantation and leased his slaves, 
so ks wonld bs free to devote full time to tks Academy, 

For ths first term, 1860, Edwards ad four teachers 
Soryine uncer, hin and an enrolimsnt of around two hundred 
students, £3 Clintonvilis Academy was described by a con- 
-terporary es the test and the loncest term school tn any of 


the edfotntns counties, Edwards was followred as princinal 
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19, Acts of the Alabama Lecislature (1859-60), p. 508 





vee 


py J. J. Johnson, J. M, Sanders, end J. 7, Langham.~° 

tse sarly Settlers were basically relizitous and brought 
theim feitks with then to their new homes, and expressed 
heir faith by building churches in each communi ty. he re= 
ligious fteld from the beginning has been largely pre-em ted 
tna. Eaptists and eee ore though thera have alwars 
been people of other Paiths. 

The religious impulse of the people was such that by 
1é50 there were twenty—t hres churches in the county. The 
presbyterians had one organized church and the Bantists and 
vethodists had elevan Sache Thess included Primitive 
Taptists, "Zardshell” Bantists, Hethedtat Episcopal, and 
Kethodist. Protestant churches. 

The teenty-three churches had agsregate accomedationa 
for 4,575 people, The fact that there were seats for three- 
fourths of the populations, including the negroes is signifi- 
cant. The slaves did not have their om churches but usu 
ally some part of the churches of the whites were set aside 
for them. In some cases the Paptists and Hethodists have 
usec the same building for services, but were organized 
crcanized. separately, ven today some church buildings in 
the county serve two cencminations. 


the Presbyterian church was valued at 7125.00, and the 


cl. Seventh Census of ths United State es (1850). 
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Baptists and xethodists each valued their eleven Pabicincs 
oe 

Btn S uO Lad Ot, g1,575. The everaca cast cf the twenty- 
Boreas chur puildings .in-the county was 3123.05. ‘hs 
people were poor and dia not trz to bulla protentioug build- 
2nzs, nor did they try to outdo each other in building at- 
eraceive chureces.. Most.or ths iutldin-s wars uninagizative 
frame buildings rectangular in shane. ‘The insides of tae 
Dulldings were very plain; the plank seats were uncomfort= 
avis, often having wida cracks in then, 

There were nine ministers in ths county tn 1650 as re- 
ported by the United States census for that year, Five 

23 

were sathedtst, thres zere centist and cone was Presbyterian. 

services were held ronthiy at most churches, with 
services om Saturdays and Sundays. In the Summer, efter 
crops were laid D7, a revival mseting would be held in each 


Cheren for a wesk or mors, Bus practice is still prevralant 


ioe thee cource ss, toca. 


bd 


y iecO, she number of churches tn the county nad in- 
creassc to forty-seven. The Preshyteriens had two orgen- 
ized churches, tha Eaptists twenty-eicht, and tha Nethodists 
csvernvesn, The sveracs valua of the church culldinss was 


26m omiy 3105.00. There were a total of treilva ministars 
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one was Presbyterian, 


In the typical frontier condition that existed in 
cofiee County in the 1840's and the isso's, living was very 
crude. In clearings their ferms the sattlers haa rade only 
qa cent in the forests. Homes wers sst in small clearings... 
wethin thease clearings were also corn erins, isan-tos for 
the farm animals, and sometimes housas for .slaves,. 

Host cf the houses were constructed of loss with hand 
remn coarcs used as shinsles fer a rocf. Cften mud was. 
used to fill the cracks bstween the locs. Class windows 
vere rare, amc rost of the housea only had wonden shutters 
opened to the cutside, The chimmers were cftan ane of mud 
thatched with aticks which sometimes would catch fire. 
Porches were customary and there was often one across the 
front anc another in the rear part of the house, 

SeGesia risningss of the homss were as cruds es ths 
houses. Nost of the furn?ture was home-made, of rough ra- 
terials,. A bed would be made tn a corner of a room with 
the wall forming three of the bed posts. Ropes were used 
to bottom chairs which wars home-made ane pscesad tocether, 
Penches were proviced extensively for the children to use 


as the table, Cocking on the open hearth was still preva~ 


lant in the 1940's and 1650's but stoves wers beginntne to 
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plecs in the home, The women sade practically ail of the 
clothes for the entire family. This was one of the heavy 
buraens fnentier women bore, 

se yeopls bought very iittlIs food for they raised most 
of woat was needed, Coffees and salt were two of the things 
¢ was necassary to import. “ne farsars! swine, 
cattle, and chickens furniahsd the Familiy with meat, and could 
ps supplemented by wild eane which was plentiful, Vegeta- 
biss of almost eny iind flourished an¢ ths winters were so 
mild tuat some thincs would crow ths year round, Yeal tread 
was orsvalent. For swsetsnins, thers was molasses sade from 
lccally srowm cams, In the scrine and Sursrsr, -the woods a= 
bounded with berrtes, mets, wild sraves, anc other saibles, 
All bat the mest-tropical of fruits could tea DRocucen and 
most of the homes had an orchard Rt Charyee pomecranste, 
neach, nesr, and other gone trees, besides an arbor for a 
scuprernons or wsurcadine vine. 

There was-not vary muck in the way of recreation es 
occupy the neopls!s lsisurs. tire, For thse men thare res 
hunting and fishing; shooting matches wore a Conon oc— 
curencs with turzeys or other prizes ziven tc the winner, 


—) aa} — Bs a ~ 
mo exvant svicence of cancer-pullins or hersa hacine 


but cock-Piechting may have been engared in on cecastons. Ap- 
ie eee) seareliwss it bila becker son ercenizoe sports. Gre- 
‘arlous Castres were too often restricted +O. 0iteringyinethe 
*llleces or oe onoeer ere cmos. OL Country. stores. 
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Thers was nevertheless a spirit of community intersst 
es is incicated by melshbornrod assistance of farm falk in 
their more strenuous activities. “Snen a farmer kad work to 


do which required cutsida labor he would asi his neighbors 


and mutusl satisfaction resulted from the community under= 
taking, | 

Life was more monotonous for ths women than for the mén 
for they Had more work ts do, and were tied more closely at 
home, If they bad neighbors cisss sncough, visits were ox- 
chanced and they would converse while they sewed or knitted 
or quilted. Fomen's hands were seldom idle. Toc many peopis 
were Cepencent upon their products. 

On Saturday, there was shopping to be dons, and so often 
the whols family rould “nas the trip to town. 4H. A, Agee, 
on his trip throush the county, was in Elbe on Saturday when 
court was in sassion, He ccrmented upon the large crowd in 
town and@ the attraction the proceedings of the court, which 
was held in a woodshop, had for the sen 


Doubtlees one reason for the emphasis on things re- 


ltr-tovs was the fact that church attendance was as much a 


social evant es .¢ was an ecclesiastical function. FEefore and 


Cot Peerecteonery Acventicor, July is, 1000, 
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the women conversed, The youns people used these meetinss 
Gc esnurcr 5 make friends and further courtships. Partieu~ 
larly the revivals in the summer wers a bocn for the young 
peenis, The mestines were hald after ercps hac been "latd= 
oy", that ts, after the final heeing had teen done and he- 
20rsa ha>vest <izme, Theses revival meetinss ordinarily lasted 
a week, and if core than one church was within commuting ~ 
cistance than that circumstance proviced opportunity for in= 
creased pleasure and sccial intsrcourse, 

The young psople found relaxation in Giving parties 
which often took the form of a “yaod sawing and candy craw- 
ins" or some other combination of work and pleasures. Local 
ficcdiers furmteted msic for Square dancing: which was en- 
Pesala oF oc Toune and old, Festivals or box-suppers at 
the schools or churches offered other Opportunities for re=- 
laxation and amusement, ‘ 

Lite was crude, but the peopls appear to have been satis- 
fied to continue living in their orn narrow Oroic, HS 
people were not prepared for the shock of war op “op the sacri- 


fices that come with war, They wished to bs left alone, and 
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f life for others to coject 
to or wish to chance. Soms of them Gid not uncerstand ths 


israel argurents of secession or states! right, but were will- 


upon these beliers an attack upon their hones, 
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The first vermanent settlers in Coffee County came 
thers tc farm, es cid most of those eho followed. Et has 
Slready been shorn that these people sattled on the fiat 
itanc along streams, Thsy chose the river lands because they 
thought ths open vine land on the ridess was not productive, 
Actually, most cf? the land alons the streans wag poor and 
unprocuctive for cotton; 1t was marshy ane heavily dotted 
with small lakes that were not crsined until after ‘the close 
of the Civil. war,” 

mOSt of the settlers were poor and did not have the 
monsy to buy larce tracts of land. Neither did they have the 
large numbers of slaves which were considered necessary in 
the production of cotton, These two things combined with the 
unproductivity of the soll caused the farmers, in the early 


years or the county, to turn their main efforts toward the 


“raising of cattle and hoes. 


ay 


Animals were not only raised for home uss, but wers one 


sf sources of incomes. In L250 there ware 


oF the farmers larce 
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40,°2CG farm animals in the county valued at 3185,220; by 1860 
ars ey rer = se Sy =m as asctad +t Ze pat oy. Lee Eee 
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overall valus was wove 008s 


# large number of animale were Slaugshtered each yaar 
for home use. In the yesr enéing vune 1, 1550, the value of 
yr > 





22 Snimals slaughtered was 349,053, and for the yeer 6nd- 
ing June 1, 1860, their value was $104,482. tHe Potlori ne - 
vaolo sives the Parm animals oy ciassirication fer 1250 and 
tesGs 

SARM ANIBAES 
Soscies 1250 LegO 
Eorses io 4) 1,254 
Euless Haye S235 
“iich. eswg 4,CSS 4,455 
“Workins-oxen 716 210 
Uther cattle 11,585 $,294 
Sheep 2,744 ays ie(s ue 


Than 
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ve was an inerease ef only 2,430 ani 


mais from e350 























tOeLeso. the number of beef cattle declined, but the 
number of milch cows increased DEO Se iets cas an increase 
ox only 9.15 per cent in the number of milen cows, whereas, 
she nopulation inersased sixty-two ner cent in the Sere 
Period. There was 2 bic chance in “Ype Ci Working stock: 
2% Bie miowGandus of tho vrttesA States (2250) , 
me =~ a omnes eee PSs eae ‘ res \ ; 

pee ee Sapo ee laiaae Sata. Ue eel 
haere. On pistes eo et tts pn aes BOTY asricuiture, soro- 
Dera, and manuiacturing in ths chastsr ars uasea upon 
compitetiens transcrited from this material, foetnote refer- 
encss ape hersafter sxcludes to other matcrials examined, 
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{ yor CQD2 Ce Lor’ free person asin Hg 94D) 
to $47.77 in 1260) ths peopls were actually srowlns nsorsr in 
Stock, fhersas, in 1256 thors Bore 7.59 aninals per fxrse6 
person, in 1360 ths ficure stood at Celle 

the citizens of Coffee County were not, then, raisins 
2 ae ° a 2 Sad 2 3 rT)? -« i s 
Sn.masS a3 a scurssa cf cesh TPOVEUGE « ii they wers to See 


@ caso income they mst turn to othe> enterprises, 


Shs farm croduction foro ths years endines June 1; 1550 
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Susheals 
Oats , bushels 


wes, 
corn, Dushais 


Peas and Beans, busnals 


Sweet Potatoes, cushels 
Sutter, pounds 

Cheese, Dounes 

Cane Suzar, counds 
HOlasses, cations 
Sesswax and Toney, pounda 
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Ry8, dushels 
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Tobacco, pounds 


ry 


irish Potatoes, bushels 


caerley, busrels 


Cinns@ cotton, bales of 
409 nouns 
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in precuction, but cotton led the list with an increases of 
e7o per cent. The prices of cotton in 1850 was 12.55 cents 
per = Tois recresented a sales cash value of Oise Ls 
per ireée person. In 1260, with cotton selling for 

i3.27 sents per sound” th tha value of Coffes County's vro- 
éucticon per free person had reachad $34.26, Tha next 
largest crop was Indian corn which saw an 89 rer cent in= 
crease in 1860 over that of 1250. Wheat production in the 
1850's Gwindisd to a mere pittance, Ths Coffes County 
farmers im tre lats antebellus period, then, were beginning 
to ceoncertrata upen cotton and the nreducts néecsasary in a 
cotton economy, As was true tirsushout the South "king 
cotton” wes tha soney crop. 

As an adjunct to cotton culture the labor supply was 
augmented Dy a 128 per cent increase in the number of slaves, 
Furthermore, roads were improved, makine tt easier to get the 
cotton to market, The produce leaving the county and 
supplies coming in were hauled by wagon from Hentsomery or 
came by toat up the Choctawhatchee River from Pensacola to 


Geneva, and were distributed from there to other points in 
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In 16SC;"thers were 61,253 acres of farn land, and 
the averase sizs farm was 69 acres. There WeCG i eo, lo. 
acres of ferm land in 1860, end the averase farm contsined 
148 acres, Host of the farmers owned small farms; there 
were very few large holdings, and no plantations such as 


those held in ths black-belt to the north, Ths rolloring 


tasis shows the cistribution of the farms as to siza in 





Acres ic dumoer of farus 

o cand under 910 6 | 
16 and under 20 70 
<0 and under 50 oS? 
oO an@d under 100 206 
10 and under Sco 1S6 
500 and under i000 4 


The farmers owned in acdition to thea land, fars 
machinery and implements valued in 1850 at 430,042, and in 
1880, at $41,228, 

Property 


Tha only property reported by ths cansus enumerator in 


1950 was real estate, There were 61,253 acres of farm Land; 


£4,820 acres wers improved and the rermainins 56,4535 acres 
Were unimproved. The total monetary evaluation of ell real 
SD Din OES Seas esewor Real. tests o bo 


Cluding land and buildings, cas $3.79 per acre, There were 






gu ieclics et? ‘~ 
49 ‘sore 
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families, maine a total of eS free families. There was 


an averase of C5.09 acres of farm land ner fentiy velued 


The total reported wealth in 190 was 35,439 OTS The 
overall Value of the resi satate was $1,191,542., and the 
Vaius of the. cersenmal estatss $2,243,437. tané was stilt 
plentiftal and therefore rery chsap, tut slaves were ex~. 
pensive, and it was their value which caused the psrsenait 
estate to be valued hisher than the real estate, 

US Tae Pypread yes] ap ae be) acres of improved farm land, and 


ee acrss of unimproved farm land were valusd at 


ctv) 


vl,0C4,C62. Ths average valus ser acre of the farm land, 
insluding the tmerovements, wes 38.15; this was an incrsase 
of 115 per cent over that of 1esd. there were 877 farmers 
sho owned an average of 126 acres of land « Valued a& £1026.90. 
| Be BeOS LET OF! UG people, as reported by the census 6- 
numsrsator, increased greatly from 1850 ts i560, In 1650, the 
per capita value of ali real estate was 345,12. An increase 
ef 257 per cant raised this fieure tc 3145.31 in 1865. The 
averages real estate holding ver family in 1850 was $259.60, 
witle for 1860 it was $866.67. 


The average wealth for each of the 1,375 whits familios 
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acly ite figures fer other segusnvs of the American people, 
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SiS was &@ cocniry of relstively poor srall hora cwers. 
There wars only forty-teo neonle who had estates Valued at 
more than 310,000, The larcest of these estatas, valued at 
287 ,CCO, was cwned by Thomas S. Fraztoer. Ths valus of the 


~~ 


maxnc largest estate was only 340,000. thivty of the fori 
two men who opned estates valued at more than 410 ,CCG wers 
farmers, six were merchants, four wsre physicians, one was 


@ iawyezt and ons zava his occupation as Judse of Probste. 


Occupaticns 

Cofles.county was primarily a farming section, but. there 
ars certain services for which a farmer hes to depend upon 
sailied artisans, The seople who Cid not farm were de- 
pencent upon farming for their liveliheod, for the shols e- 
concmry was built around e#«sriculture, 

Farming on a larger scale and the number of farmers in- 
ersased from 1550 to 1060, but the percentage of th exployed 
people eneaged in non-agricultural pursuits increased, In 
1éS0, there were 656 fermars, which was only 75.42 ner cent 
of the employed people, whereas, in 1860, thsre wers 977 
Parmers which was only 70.59 per cent of the employed 
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waS a greater dsmand for synrlies ane corvices, and merchants 
~ = 5 
anc extisans anpeared to do the fob, 
ims occupations of the neenls, and the number and per 


cant sf the employed at each, are shown in the foltiosins 
emia hig 5 
2g oS : 
tee: 
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in 1550, there were not any manuracturins establish= 
msnes which were crganized as suc ci, ous manufacturins was 
i scale by some of the mills and shops, There 
7STe nine miliers who, with the use of watar poyer, srourd 


Crsal, The Para *o~ 


tt 
pte 
0} 
cr 
qy 
if 
=) 
QO 
4 
v0) 
| 
L 


ths Locally ; grown grat 
pisments were very creds, and many of them were maas ie trier 
thirteen local blacksmiths, The local tatiors, scoerakers, 
chair MAHI Sy hatters, and seamatresses also did mani= 
Yactiring on a small seale. 

Host of the manufacturinc, however, was done by the 
worsn in ths home, Ths total value of thes homemade products 
Sree oO was $25,405,°° but by 1ES0 this ficure had declined 

sifgctly to 326,258." Trraad, eloth, and finished clothes 


cade from the locally €rcwn wool and cotton comprissd most 


of this value. NMattresses and cuilts wsre other articles 


Sy 1860, the milling, blacksmithing, tailoring, and 
other tyoes of sstablishnents ciscussed above wers operating 
en = laresr scale and organized ancustry had rade e Start. 


There were six esteblishments tn the county, in 1250, ¢hich 
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lumber. 

The four lumser companies Lad a capital investment of 
$13,S5C, and the sroduced itsser, tor the year ending 
une 1, 1550, was worth $16,000. Tha companies diring the 


year paid out 32,244 in wages to the thirteen neopla smployzed, 


Ths Taw matarials used cost them $7,400, leaving an income 
39 


a x a-- —~ 


Tre carriasa maker nad 2500 invested in his business 


Birec tus men as helpers which Uni PyacOStrrimescca, =1S 
produced goecs were worth only 31,570, which, after th 
COSY Of rawmatamiats and inter were substracted, left eh 
‘an income of tek. 3542, : 
4s boot and shoe maker also opsrated om a small scale, 
@s ne only Rad 2200 capltal investad. Ee had one helper em 
ployed who cost him 3500 year ly. =e paid out $235 each year 
r raz materials, while tha coodsa produced each year were 
Valued at 3220, Subdstracting the cost of raw materials and 
lacvor leaves the owner an income of only 3234, which is less 
than Re pata bls Sees 
. tne laborers, or those hired to do skilled or semi- 


Siniltsd work, recsivec yery low wages. The sixteen men em- 
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75.C72 as wases, This is an averace of only $192 per mane 
The skilled workers received somewhat more than those em= 
ployed at the lucber =!llls. The helper in the boot snd 
x06 shop received 3300 Der year, and the tro hired men in 
the carriage making establishment reesivad an average of 


2S, whila those hirad b7 che lunter industry averazed 


only 3172.61 per yaar, 


tO the Zlba Banufacturins Company .?? The firm was incorpo- 
ratec and Cary Curry, Hosea Holley, Gappa T. Yelverton, 

J. =. Adkison, William Scears, John Cravey, William Holley, 
ang Noah Carroll were the first directors of the new business, 
The cireetors were to issue stock not to exceed 70,000, 

and civided ints shares of $250 each, The corporation 

could engage in sawing, grinding, and manufacturing , for 

sels or use, articles of cotton, wood, iron, or earth, 

Tre location of the business, as set forth in the Smarter; 
was to te at the falls of Whits Sater Creek near Elva. 

The fate of the corporation is not Enowm, but it was 
Operating in 1659. On November 4, 1659, the Elba Mann— 
facturing Company had an advertisement tn The Southern Adver- 
ciser of Trey. Cured lumber of all kinds was offered to ths 


Cc at what they stated was the lovest nrices of any 


Le 


iS, NSis of tre AisoamalLecislature (2eSt = 22 tan 27S: 

















in the antebellum period, caspita tha fact that 

cattle raising was not an increasing enterprias in coffss 
County, Southeast Alahama as a whole became known to the rest 
oy the state as the "com SOONLICy sc - The. apparent unpro- 
Guctivity of the Soil, tha lack of transyortation, and the 
impoverished condition of the meacer population, caused the 
ters: to bea annited at first conterptuously. in that eco- 
nomic cireurstancss usvaily covern one's political afrrir- 


Foow country" was 


ation it =i-n* <9 presumed that this. 
Seiels within the Leaccratt « fold, Such did not hola con 
pletely true of Coffee County in the Antebellum por cOema lt 
was usually Democratic but there was also a strong Whigetah 
un¢ercurrent, which at least twice (1848 and 1853) becaxs 
cominant. 

Theres is no extant knowledss that party issues played 


3 a 
&@ pert in the local elections in Coffee, the first count 


orficers elected in 1843 were: William Peoples, sheriff; 





ry 


any officials of this period 


Tucker, Clark of the County Court; and James Claxton, 
Judze of the County Court, 
in 1844, Eenry Adens replaced the first Sverict , 


William Peoples, who had resicned. Adams saryadg jPye kop inh 


August &, 1845, when he resigned and was raplaced bo7 Newson 


tamiten. Joseph Anderson was elected to succesd Soniamin 
P, Tucker as Clerk of the County Court, and Wiley L. Arm] 


8irons replaced Partly 3. Tucker as Glerk of tha GCirourLse 


tP. 


CoCr ts This year also the constables and justices of the 
psacs were elected itn the beats, 

Colfee County vyotad with Dale until the ee ascend of 
2845, shen Coffse had been assizned one rspresentative, and 
put in tra twenty seventh ssenatorisl district with eh. 
in the election that year Abraham Zarren (Democrat) was e- 
lscted representative. Warren rad served three terms tn the 
lecisleture as representative from Tale, but his nea See 
in the part of lale shich became Coffee. James J, Ken 


Crick, a Democrat from Coffes, was elactsd to represent 


bf) 


Coffee and Pike in the senate,” 


in the election of 1847, Lewis Sutcheson, a Demecrat 
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was Slectsd ssrator, and Irvin nodsgers, a Democrat, was 6- 


f ple hs 
lected representative, in tha election of 1849 toth posts 


~*~ 


Neal was chossn for 


am 


were filled by weig cancidates, Jesse 0! 
senator, and William Holley for reorssentativa,~ 

James Claxton resizned as Judzse of the County Court on 
vanuary 26, 1549, and was replaced by Lorenzo A. mtilican,. 


Millican served until Januar 


“4 


18, 1850, and was replaced vy 
J. ncosea Calloway. Calloway had been appointed by the 
Covernor to ssrys until his sucesssor was chosen neal Brel: 
G 

céeneral election of 1850,.~ 

The cfrice ef Probata Judss was held for ths first tins 
in Coftfise oy James Claxton, who sas elacted in the general se 
lection of 1250... Claxton had been one of ths four con=- 
missioners appointed by the lesislature, in the act of cre- 


ating the county, to locate the county seat; ke had also 


~ 


served as Jucse or thse County Court from 1943 te 1845S, 


James D. Uclean was elected sheriff at the same time to re= 


10 
place Hewson Tamiton. 


in the election of 1851, Coffee's renreseantation in 


Sy] 


the State locislature aid not chanca. Jesa O'Neal continued 
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as senator and Willtem Eollez as representative, 

In August, 1255, an election was khaled for county offi- 
cers, Gaopa T. Yelverton (Camocrat) reeetvag & majorltiy of 
thoes hundred and thirty-three over Tlfred acGeea (Whig) for 
representative to the Ilssislature from Coffee, Ths 


i 


aCnisomery Advertiser itn 1953 referred to Ysivexston as tho. 
Countye ~ Aoraham Sarren, a former 


pelitical bossa of Coffse 
rspresentstive, ran for ahsriff cut was defeatsd Gy John E, 
hese sona i Ailiiam.A, Asnisy, a Shis from Covi ston, defeated 
Josian Jones, a Coffes femecrat, in the race for senator 
from the third district.?> 

eye ceessetton Gl1e55,.7illits= A. Ashley was re- 
elected senate> from the thire cistrict, but A. L. uiilican 
(Csmocrat) reclaced Ganoa T. Ysalverton as represantsative.. 
in ths race oes County Superintendent of Education, dg. G. 
Yosre defeated James seen who had served as Probats 
Juces from 12850 to 1855. Fierrs 5D. Costellc gon easily over 


James J, Blair and #illiam J, Steprens itn the race for 


Prevate Jucse. This election was eoncuctec Dy J. 7, Helms, 
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Pee tieeiie teen Jonn.o, Clllis.as managers and John FE, 


the new Probate Judsce, P. D, Costsllo, was born in 


Dublin, ireland; he came to New York while a child ane Fa3 
ucated in the Mew York pudlic schools. At the sce of six- 
bean, ha went to the Mexican Sar and served on the 
Us. S. 3. Porvoitse, After being discharged, be came to Ala- 
» and serves a short time as Frobate Judzea of Conecuh 
County, altheush he was only nineteen years of ace. Later. 
he moved to Geneva and in the sarly fiftiss to Elsa.. te 
stuciled law and was acnitted to tha var, but because of hi 
tlictal autiss never enzessd in vrivate practice,*> 
seremiak Garren, a Democrat, was slscted eas zepresan~ 
tative from Coffee in 1857, and Dantel FE, For n (Whis) waa 


a aS 
electsd senator. Eoth men ware reelected in 1859.~ 


ns 


On Ausust &, 1859, was hold the last election for 


county officers in ths antebellum period, In thts slaction 
Hey wee enceessee lected Tax Collsctor and 2i}ltam 3an— 


fora was slected Tax Assessor,~! 
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for thsir cancidetss in the state eisctions as they dic tn 
Lose Tor’ h>es! dont anc Consresszan. fie totes? mimber of 


vemocratic candidates for eOrerncr ean tha Sten 


woile the canétdates 


National Slections 
The Democratic Party tn Alabama had its greatest 


: 


strenzth in the mountainous and hilly counties of the central 


and northeastern parts of the state, The greatest strencth 


of the Bhics was in the bleackbelt and in the Tenneeses Valley. 
In tre counties ghich fringsd the black-bslt on the merc 

and in the counties of southeastern Alabama, tne Sirength of 
the two parties was so evenly matched ag to furnish Tey YElah es Walms 


€round for the two parties, It was in these two groups of 


* 
tn 


counties that most of the political changes occurred tn 


iftiss, Eoth parties had strong leadership in thase 


= 


Sari yr 
sections and the party contests thers wers usually closaly 
and warmly contested, 


The issues which separated the whles and Dsmocrats in 


eS = ya SS FT roy a Ve ARPS yak TIAL se, 
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EO 
tre <cesrea to which the Crposition shoule te Carrisd. Lccal 
PESTO S . SuUcla a9 physical features, the transportation za- 
eliities, anc common sconomic interaats, all e2esa, caused 
esecicral ceonciticns and vcarty caanges. Gricin of the esrily 
settlars, too, provided. volitical ccorsicserations, 

Ths most ioportant Con.reasional district in Alabama 
was the Hontgomery Cistrict, wniien included Fsur black-balt 
counties and five "cow ¢ untles*, ineludins Coffee, From 
1247 te 1853 a Shig was sent to concress, Sut from ISSS-on 
tae Temocrats-wers dominsnt, in 1254, Hontzomery, Macon, 
and Russell Counties were tatran from ths distriet ene without 
the *hig vote of those counties the district becane strong- 
iy Demeerstic, 

coffees County, in the antebellum parilod, voted Deng- 
cratic in all but one Congressional slsetion, BOL O47, 
tarough 1853, while the district vas meprsssnted by “hiss, 

d from 1247 to 1851 ana J. Abercrombie from 

125l to 1253) Coffee voted Cemocratics but in 1923 the.. 
district vent Democratic, while Coffes gave the his candi- 
Cats a majority of ninety, Fren 1853 to 1860 Coffes re- 


verted tc her tradition: stand and yvotea Pamocevatic. | She 
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whig rarty, as shown ty this election, was stroncer tn sovth 
Alaocara than in the state «3 & whole, but not in Coffas 


County where ths Democratic nominees received a larser vote 


County went Ehis. Aprarentiy all of southsast Alabara was 
Stroup ly imiscusncsa ty tne powerful 2bic faction in tha 
isca-belt. The chief issue in this election appears to 
have been the personalities of the cancidates. A 52.45 per 
cent majority of ths voters in Coffee preferred Zachary 
Tayior, @ rero-of the Hexican War. Lewis Cass, the LDemo- 
cratic candidate, received tho other 47.54 per cont, Pass 
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like) 


the stand taten for the woLeoerarty in 


lin Pise 


Pleree received 64.10 per cent of 


carried 


@ state over Ta cue to the prenonderanca of 


22 
votes in other sections of the state, 


Dy 


the presidential election of iS62, Coffee revarsad 


1848 and cave Frenk- 


ce, the Pamocratic nominea, a Pare e es orl t—, 


2 


tne state vote, ans. 


every county in southeast Alabama, Winfield Scott, 


the "hic candidate raceivad 35,90 per cent of ths stats vote 


but only 32,10 per cent of the voters tn Coffee voted the 


Bhig tic 


= 


3 29 
xT ~ The ficht over the extension of Blavery in- 


to the wastarn territories hae Ceveloned tnte a party ficht 
Bp ae Ent, 
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nad pees 


ca 


\ 
2 c3 


Dy 67 
Tre 


presicen 


to vote for the Democratic candidats, James Buchanan, 


lard Fillmore, running on the ticket for the Anertcan 


received 


tand for ths extension of slavery, 


is supcortsd the Democratic Party because of its 
Coffees went Democratic 
per cent, the second largeat majority to that date, 
failure of the Weig Party to run a candidate for 

t in 1256 did not cause all of the voters of Coffee 
wil— 
Party, 
ons 


tmras hundred and one out of a total vote of 


end four. The Democratic candicate received 62,08 


of the total vote for the state, but recatved 70.02 
24 
os the yotes in Coffee County. 
3 Acraham Lincoln, of the four candidates for Srsci— 
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cent in 1560, received ho votes in Coffee County, 
Lincoln's Party, the Renublican, was a sectional party and 


tne clatform was worded to win votes oul TORL oes Te 
peopis ef the Souty odfected to the policies of the asnubli- 
ean Party and to Lincoln personally for his views sn Slavery 
and particularly bis objection to the extension or slavery 


in the tCerritoriag,, 


Ths voters in 1860 not only isnored the Republican 


G 


-arty, but voted for the party cf the other extrema, the 


U 


{n 


te Richts Democrat, Stephen A. Douglas, a Northern Demo- 
rat, Peceived cnly two votes; vohn Fell, nominees for the 
constitutional Union Party, whieh was the moderate party in 
this election, recetved thres hy undrad and four votes; but 
Jobn C. -Erechinridge, & State Hichts Democrat, receivse 
ieéht hundred and seventy=eicht votes,~0 
=y their vote in the presidential election of L266, 
exe voters of Coffee County, by almost one huncred per eént, 
CoOmittse themselyss as unalterably opzased to the anti- 
Slevery crosram. over sixty-ene ner cent of the votera sup= 


ported tha candidates of ths State Richts Party, 2 varty 


wos? leaders were talking secession fhould Lincoln and the 
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Secession 


cr 


Discontsnt with ths policiss of the Fecsreal Covern-~ 


tent “ad been crowins in Coffee County, as it had tn the 
rest of Alabama and the South. ost of the famtites did not 
own Staves. but could not stomach the thouchts of Smancina= 
PLoOn S5d its complaments, ALlcnoush only trirty-nine ser . 
c3ns voted far ths. uonstituttonal Union Party this. does not 
mean that ths na fortey necessarily easired Separation from 
the Union, Ext tt does indicate that & majority cotermi ned 
to support. slavery and what they believed were thelr richts 
unc er “she Constitution, even taeugh such a course micht 
lead to sseeaston ang Wala. 

On Pebruary 24, 1550, the Alabama Legislatare resolved 
shat the state wonld not submit to a sectional party, and 
gave the Covsrnor power to call a convention in the event a 


ace 


Republican president shcvle te elected. After the @lection 
of Abrsham Lincoln, Governor Andrew oe Hoore issued tha call 
Sor a convention and the election for delecates was held on 
December 24, 1acaee® The secessionist candidate in Coffea 
County, Ganve T, Yelverton, received & largs majority. The 
total yous cast was 1075, with the Cooparationist Candidate 


eT 
SoS, and tha Secessionist the ranaining 714, 
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hole ocnly fifty-six ner cent of the Vouss cast were for 
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secessionist can 
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443 convention ret on January 7, icOL, 2nd on Ja- 
aves 22, voted. tO sacesd from the Union t+ a vots of 
Beterotiver Lone. cme cals— 

Gee eSC3IS.0n. <7 s. 3-469 
Cons vitusien was rewritten to take cars of the neg chances, 
anc trs convention adjourned on Larch Ad tools after rati- 
28 


eed = ral * 5 PLY - 2.4 ed 
Brea tS GOMSuititica or S“sConfederats Statas,. 


ere then was ons of the noorest slaemsnts of sonthern 
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mec eu, it any) voting by a Yar larger raterity than that 
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and surely in economic and nerhava even social commetition 
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Cure oruounte DUalhe Tae CIVIL WAR 
“ilitary Contribution to the Confederacy 
Coffees County contributed her part of the men for the 
RE E 
Confederates Armies. The first company to become part of a 
combat unit was the "Coffee Rangers,” which became Company 
Dor the Twelfth Alabama Infantry at Richmond, Virginta in 


July, 1861. The main battles in which the Regimant was 


engaged and the captains who comzanded Company D are as 





follows:~ 
Pals BATTLES , CAPTAINS 
Yorktoun John QO, Brown; promoted 


to major and restened,. 


T. G. Horns resicnsd. 
haivern Fill 

meee cer ak) tied at 
Boonsboro Sharpsburg. 


Sharpsburg pike e ¢ @ Davis; killed 
. at Gattysburse. 
Chancellorsville 
J, mecasselis; killed at 


Gettysburg the Wilderness, 
Wilderness 

Spttysivania 

Petersburg 


At the end of the war the Regiment surrendered at Anpo- 


reaccos: 


Si 
= 


Pee Stns servor lon from Coffees County who Sservsd "in 
tie Conrecserate Armies hag never Desn tasulated. Tha oe 
eental rosters erg in the sAlabara Lenertment of Archives and 
Elstory, Zontzomery. 
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The *Eullock Guards" from Coffea County became Company 
A of the Zirhteenth Alabana Infantry upon the orcanization 


of that recimsnt as Auburn, Alabama, September Vp seie laa lys 








SALTO BATEEES CAPTAINS 
Seiloh eilitam MW. Hoxles; 
resisned.,.. 
Ca. cusatca 
5. &, Starke; wounded 
wission Rides at Shiloh; resisned, 
Teiton - Atlanta Joseph Justice: killed 


at Chickamauca, 
Franzitn 


Noah Hutchinson, 
Ycoiltea 


The Eftsktsenth surrendered at. X sericitan, Hissisaippi, 


may 4, LG&sS, with the mil itary department, 
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Company K of the twenty-fifth Alabama infantry, orcan- 


ized at Mobile in Dscens ers L 
obile in facenber, 1661, was from Coffees and Pike 
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Counties; ther 


Friends,? 


PAIN BATTLES | SRETAINS 
Sit ton hy ers Costalle; wounded 
Zurfreesboro Sere cone eran oe 
Chickamausa PTaniel C. Monroe; 


‘ at Chickamauca 
aissicrary Ridce are 


sorse Matthews! 


hb Pacin | 
“3 meciment surrendered at Goldsboro, North Carc= 
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Company A of ths Thirty-tnird Alabama Infantry Resi- 


mont was from Coffea, The Reciment vag reanized at Pensa- 


<= ’ 
MAIN BATTLES CAPTAINS 
Perryvilis He C. Ximey; wounded 


at Porervilla, 


AUDPPYrsesborsa. 


Regimental officers from Coffee were Colonel Robart 
F. Crittenden, captured at Hashvills; and Lieutenant 
Colonel Isaac =, 5 ro, resigned, The Thirty-third sur- 


iz 
rendered in Serth Carolina,* 
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vackson, “ississioni, october ae Looe, Company A ang 
Company = rere itom Coffes Corntr. Tne companies which 
formed this reginent fousht for over a Z92P above Memohis 
ana Sere captured gt Island Ten, They wars in an exchange 
of orisonars xade oy the United States and Confsdsrata 
Covermments., After returnins to the Confederacy, trey were 


reorganized and put in the newly created Pifty-fourth Recgi- 


ment 
HALT BATTIZS CAPTATT:! 
ea eat — 

Vieksbure Steed ars ie Law; 
cantured at Tslang 

sackson 76N, and at Atlanta, 

Atlanta (Co. E), Lewis J, Laird; 
captured at Island 

Eentonvilis Ten; wounded at New Hope, 


Lieutenant Colonel John A. Hinter of CofPas Was captured 


at Island Ten, and was later promoted to Colonel, The resi- 


mont surrendersd with the forces of Csneral Jesenh §, 
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Tis Fifty-sseventh &lacara. Infantry was organized at 


was from Coffee, and Comna- 


ny D FAS composed of -en from Pike and Coffea Countiss, 


and Company I of men from tha cou 








vashville 


Esntenville 


nties of Pale ane wOLe Ba ¢ 
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4. R. Arnold; 
promoted, 


4%. J, Eorn 


Co, G:; 
Jesse O'Neal: 
resiscnad, 


silliam 0. ¥txon, 
COoeL: - 
Nordecai White; 
- resigned, 


oe Gs telvarton, 


Tae regiment Polded.its colors at Eentonvilie, North 


Carolina, at the end of ths war, 
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ntry was organized at 


this reziment ass 


CAPTAINS 


Ae o. HeCaskill; killed 


Se + aoe 7 4 
St tno »willdarness, 
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Pere ube 431. 
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The Regiment surrendered at Cainssville, Florida. 
The Fiftr-trird vas a reziment of mounted infantry, 


woich was corceszed at scmery in November, 1sss 


Company H wes meade up of men from Coffee and Eals Counties, 








salty BATTLES CAPTATS. 
Se a 
Tow Creel J. E. FP, Flournoy, 
Dalton m . 
Atlanta 


fhe Fifty-third Surrenderad at Columbia, South Carc- 
LO 


lina. 
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Life On The Fome Front During The War 


over, and ths Peeling of umrest vasssd with a job to do, 
Enthusiaan was ? high, everyone pitched in to get the msn 
ready for war, Uniforms wers mace, su supsliss were caliected 
and when the companies were reacy to depart, seen were 
farewell parties and the presentation of colors, “the men 
ware encouraged to fisht but exhorted never to surrender. '> 
he peesla sere gay “ae tne soldiers carefree, It was a 
Custom fom a military company to have a distinctive name; 
hree cf such rames chosen by local companies sere: "Coffee 
Rancers,™ "Bullock Guards,” and "Little George Hatthews' 
Friends,7+# a 

After the young men were gone, the seriousness of tsar 
was brought home to the people, and thosa ieft behind 
settiad down to hard work and a long walt. For a lons while 
there was no fear of invasion, and life became monotonous, 
Casvalty lists began com ming in, end it was a blsssinsg that 
the people had to work so hard for constant employment was 
Ceo oT Sa lest comfort. 


Cotton was not the all-embracing Tactor in the econo- 
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py of Coffee County that 1+ was in soma other sarts of the 


peoples were used to a subsistence Syavem of farming. The 
cConfedsrats end state governments encouragsd, and even en= 
Po Osim Ober 00u. Careais could not ha 
crown in southeast Alabama, out the number of acres plant= 
ed in p9as, corn, pearuts, chufas, anc all kinds of vege= 


a7 
- 
tab0198 was 4{nersasead, 


in vie Slack-belt, the Aves of men was not ao kesnl Se 
felt on ths Pacwe sores ao nssr nes did the field iat 
In the wntts comrties, the oorden f4ll heavily upon the 
wonen, chilscren, and old men, FEere the women did not havs 
the responsibility of managing a plantation and large 
mumpers of slaves, but often had to labor in the fields. 
Tre few families who owned“slaves, or the ones with large 
chilcren, fared wall by comparison with the wife of a pocr 
farmer or renter, left alone with small children, 

The sccial life of the peaple changed little with the 
war; the chief cifference was the predominance of women at 
any catherins, With the exception of the three small 


Villesces, Clintonville, tlba, and Victoria, the neople 


lived widely-scatitered and any visit cr varty usually took 
ee ee es Peers seco s ClOSs enatcn Sho woman 
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This was one ef the main contacts soldiers had with homa, for 
the meils were exnensive and very; uncertain the country 
Gistricts. us to the company system of enlistment, all 
mon from cne community might be in the same outfit, and 
thus mesaages were carried back and forth and a letter was 
Something ta 0# passed around for the entire company or com 
munity to read. 

Abek) people continued to operate their old businessss 
acd to start naw onos, Sarees Taunton opened tha First ho- 


2 in Sits in 1561. He advertised as offering the best of 


oe 
(ay) 


lodging fcr man and oeast. The rates at the hotel were as 
follows; beard per month $12.50, ser week 26,00, per 
Cages, U0 ,eaveng.co tO Greincivicual meal o> for one 
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had a sreat dseregase in enrolimant, 


~ 


~S¥eral of the county office-halaers zan+ ints ths 


Srmy. Azong those was ths oS Srae Gr Mason 0; Kimey, who 
corzanasd Comnany A of the toinmty-third Alabens infantry 


until wounded at Perryville. Ee was followed in office by 


Te 


®. Tlournoy, who served until “87 2, 1552, and wag 
renlaced by Jokn c, =reown, who was anpointeda by the covern= 
or. crown had been forced to resien from the Army dus to 
wounds receivad while serving as captain of Company B of tha 


Twalfth Alabang Infantry; he was promatesa to major hefore re- 


The Erctate Judre, Db. P, Costallso, want into service 
€3 captain of Company X of the twenty-fifth Alabama Infan- 
try, but unite the sheriff he did not resicn, Es lsPt his 
office force and the Board of Commissioners to carry on his 
Work, Ss "23 an adle acninistrator anc penular with ths 
people, having bean elected to ths office threes tizss. Es 
kept as elose contact as possible with the people adminis- 
tering his office, and 1t was he who determined the poli- 
cles to be carried out, 

t2eres began to be sore nesdy cases in the county esrly 
in LS€2, end Judce Costello took stsos to help these fami- 
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aoa Sait to these combers of a-serviceman’s family in want. 


Judge Costello was kilied on Janvary 1, 1863, at Eurfress=- 
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Probate Judges on May S, 1865. Starke was an ex-service~ 


ian who was cantain of Company A ef the Pishteenth Alabara 
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Sees Oe cr stele SSULe, 1 or as more ren left-for. service 
tis. orocucttcn oF ths necessi ities of life decreased’ pra- 


porticnatsly. This situation caused the men in tia Army 


PenGn Comins nome withour cermission to ses for thexselves 
how thinss were, Soms of these were cases of desertion 


anc the thinly settled condition in the southern section of 


the county mada hiding frem the authcritles comparatively 
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they ironically called ty 
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eventually, in-the 
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ing now that 
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they were alt ontlaws 


emselves the Firat Florice Uniton 
s these hunery unfortunstes corm 


Crm Sushwhactrt ne OxDecitions, 


sr small tands opsrated incepsndent~ 


68 and nelehborins ecuntias Lived 


in constant fear of bodily harm or or Raving their Br Oser ty 
Stolen or burned, hi 

in January, 1665, Governor Shorter wrote to Presitdgnt 
avis that nearly all the loyal men of southeast Alabama 
were in the Army, and that the country was suffartns from 
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ins for Oat tr senting deserters,+? 
in Januarr, 1383, Governor Stortar sant cenersal Jasaph 


3. Clanton to Coffas County to haln CPeganiza a defansa, = 


ae 


had power to usa Sil able-bodied man for thirty-day enlist- 
ments anc what equipmont ana SuDDiLles werg available, 


There was 3 233 mesatine of ths citizens of Ens comunty st 


Elba on Bete Jens, Loos, to forsmaiats plans to carry out 
the wishss oF the Governor, Doctor F, G. Moore Was electsd 
Chairman, Ths following resolutions were read by Gepna 7, 
Yelverton: 


It is tke sense of this nesting that thanks 

or Cur peocle are dua and srs hereby tendarea 

to Ei =xcelleney, Governor Shorter, for precamt= 
ness in furnishings our Section with all the 
means in his power for ths Cefanse of this 


aessived; That ve recornize tn tha 
missfor of General Josenh HE. Clanton Sent here | 
by the Covernor, eg sources of proud grati- 
fication and hersby exorsss opr cordiat ap= 
prevail of the same,-- 
Resolved: That re will cefend ourselves 
to the last “xtrenity. Whereas thre Counties of 
Henry, Pals, Coffees, and Covington have been en=- 
tively exposed to the metas of the ebolittonists 
and whereas this section of country has been re- 
cently startled and alarmsd by the presence of 
the snemy at or near Ceneva, in Coffee County, 
and whereas citizens of thi G6ection, who have 
Eoné down to the coast to make salt, have hk 
“thelr kettles and utensils broken up, and have 
Seen comelled to flee for their lives; and 
whereas woe learn with price and satisfaction 
that our excellent Covernor kas taken brorms t 
measures Lor orp procection, by sending Censral 


is & man encoved with Sxtracrdtnary bravery 
° 
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the £roup ppreved the resolutions ana +h thirty-day 
Ola-Eodied men for csfense, The group 
OF citizens also Dassed a resolution asking thet thease ren 
be enlisted in the Conreeerats forces at the end of their 
thirty days, and be stationed on the coast to Cefend salt 
ma<9Ps er bdatween Pollard and the Chattahoochas,~° 

The outlaws in coffas County were called Wardts Raiders 
after one of their leaders, but in the sprine of 1S6a3, a 
new leader came to the fore in the group. John Clark, a 
native of Coffee, obtainad a furlough from the army of 
Seneral Draxton iracs in eastern Tennessee, ke failed to 
return to cuty, and tha local people belteved his story, that 
he wes sent tack to rounc up slackers for the Aruy. Ee was 
exposed when a letter that he had entrusted to another to 
mail was lost. A young Mehaffey boy found tt ana carried it 


GOpa re S ms, the isstonary Faptist preacher in the 
villace of Clintonville. 

When Clarkis sacret was out, he became bolder in nis 
raids and used the open roads to move his brigands., ¥o 


lonzer were thetr forays limited to the hours of dsrinsss, 


for they wers the most powerful force in the Section, and 


CGniSemove at will, Zarly one morning the Fors Guard mads a 
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outlaws were infurtated at this occurence ani sent a letter 
to the Home Guara chailencing then to an opsn Sattle ta ha 
fought in Gunterts Field, a niece of cleared fand on ths 


east side of the rosa two miles north of Clintonville, The 
Eoms Guare tenored the letter, At uragic feature of this 
actisn was the cola-blscdsd shaoz 2ng Of a boy namee Hat 
towers by the bricands, The youth knew too much to fall 

2 
into the hends of the fuards, 


ater ica in the sarily ormincs ef Sentember 1, 1863. #est of 
the records vers. burned befors tha ftre was discovered by 
en ola ne:so, Zumcay Hameond, who cave the alarm. To fa- 


cilitate thefr eenana Bee criace across Fea River wag fired 


by the outlaws after thay passed over, 


ae 


The Elba Fome Guard uncer &@ Captain Payne fave chase 


anc overteck them fourteen miles trem Elba near the Cossant 


"J 
fo 
fe 


rview School, where a pitched battle was foucht. Four 
members of the Home Cuard were Euiieas So yiten Beli tole 
Carmichael, Robert crooks, and Themes Tarkin, One outlay 


vas killed, end their leader, John Clark, and one othor 
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September 2, 1863, Clark was shot dy one of the guards, 
Sank Eullard, while tryins to escape. The other prisoner 
was taken out immediately and re ; 
ft was comparatively quiet in this section from the 
Autumn of 1863 to tha fall of 1264. This was due to the ef~ 
2ectivaness of tha county ome Guares, and to ths facet that 
he Union Avmy tad forcss stationed on the coast in ths vice 
inity of Pensacola, who sent patrols through the rerton,. 
Trey also herbored and fed the necroes and ceserters, shose 
chief motive for plunderinc was thus Gissipated, One of 
Union patrols cama to Elba in: August, 1264, and stayed for a 
fey cays, Thsy sere wall discizlined and did not destroy, 
plurpcer,: or EtIT. 


in OetoSer, 1264, the raiders were acain actives there 


"gas a fores of from 1000 to 1SCO men camped in Coffee County 


adout fifteen miles below Ceneva. 2nezy were raiding and 

were a continual threat to Coffea and Dale Counties, In 
September, 1954, they killed a party of four who were return= 
ing from the Gulf with a load of salt, They were rsported to 
be planning a campaign against Elba, ts get venssance for 
their cefeat there in 1863, Dale and Coffee appealed to the 
Simreuncing counties for help in guarding acainst the oex- 


= aL a 2. pe 
pected invasion. The neishborings counties could not clive the 
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neéced assistance due to the shortage of men and arms, 


About fifty yankees and deserters crosasa Coffee and 
entsred Cale County, and were soun y defeated ina nicht 
battle on Decembsr 18, 1564, The citizens of Newton were 
aicad by the moshyves of Earbour County. Ths raiders wore 


forced to retreat south and the psonis of ths commnitisas 
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woich they passed iz ec more casualties upon 

On January 2, 1865 thers occurred the largest battle 
tetween the raiders and the Tome Cuard; tt was a victory for 
txe local seopls, The outlaws onened the tattle by attack 
ing Pollard, 2 small town in south Alabama, where a small 
militery carrison had been stationed all curing the war, 
Pnsy captured and burned the tow, but were surprised in the 
act by the Home Guard who gave battle. E. ¥. Starke, Pro- 
bate Judze of Coffee County, was commanding the men of Coffee, 
Dale, and Tanry Counties. This was the only time the Guards 
of the different counties onerated together as a unit, and 
Lt proved a wise policy. Ths outlaws were soundly defeated 


anc retreated toward Pensecola vghere they would have the 
26 


pretection of the Federel ¢carrison, 
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After tha war ended, reports of cutlaw cutraces 
reached Hontgormery, and Censral A, J, Smith, commandar of 
Pedsral forces at Montgomery, sect a company of Cavalry to 
ascertain the truth of the report of rovoeriss and depre- 
Cations, and to remecy the evils as far as possible. hat 
Bec.0n was taksn ts rs esl ejpes Sheps) tke pair treet 7 SOLES 22. 3 
@levaten of the troess is avaliable, ~ 


Tre ree 
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nt cf this episode should not leave the a= 


pression that thars was a large element of Coffas County 


bes 


.Eanheod among thesa deserters end outlaws. The sienift- 
cance oF this cireumstancs to Coffea County lies in the 
Secereavhical consideration, Coffes County, being a re 
latively sparsely settled country, heavily woeded, and Gust 
nerth of the Choctawhatchse Swanp, ficures in this chapter 
of Civil War history largely as a victin, 

The Confederate soldiers who cane back te Coffee at the 
end of thé war found things in bad shape. The cixil govern— 
ment enpearad to be almost without suthority ta cpsrate, 
and with thse fear of the law removed, lawlessness was still 
rampant. The rail service and other connesting links with 


the outsice world had been broken, ‘The women, end chilcren, 


sceple fad done what they covld; ther had eorted 
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aie waited end honed that tine woule improve conditions, 
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CUAPTIN Vi 
RECONSTRUCTION 

The prysical Ist down of the people yas complete 
following the surrender of the Confederate Armies, Thay 
kad worked hard and sacrificad for the soldters in the 
fiesic. Life had always deen hard work with little pleasure, 
anc now the people saw part of their savings destroyed, and 
their social system uncergoing a drastic change, 

Zne Giseharged soldier, upon reaching Coffee County, 
Pouna little to draw hin ont cf the state of indifference 
into which the surrencer of the armiss had cast him. 

Alts ough they county had not been invaded by creanized 
armies, ths local bands of outlaws had destroyed and burned 
pudliic and private property, Labor was scarce durins the 
wer and the buildings bad casn allowed to ceteriorate, and 
soms of the farm land ps oversrown with brush. The soldier 
who needed and desired rast saw nothing ahead but a lons 
period of hard works to provide for his famtly. 

The surrender of the military department of which Ala- 
Dara sOrneae se oa be on sey 47 1855; Lerttths "state without 


a civil government recognized by the United States autho- 


- Sone ont ey? = i 
Son, 2y formai proclamation, named Lowis =, Persons as 
om Ona lee Vol Ores eo SCS VAS poser Tovreorsaniza the 
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mation calling for an election for members to a consti- 

ae She election vas Eeld on fucust 31, 
: 7 

euG “ole, sobre, ‘who was serving as representative, waa 
ehosen to represent Coffee at the oman? 

Ths convention met on September 12, 18655, end wrote a 
constitution to rag! lace the ona oer seeks pheay Bus RAR tia) | 
Weiting the constitution, ¢ the convention tried to do what 
Ssntiment in the North demanded, The necroes were racog- 
nized as fres and civen equal property and civil Pichts 
| under the Ta somiah but were denied the franchise, An election 


for state and escmty officars, and for members of concress, 


rhe as county officials was held on the 
‘irst Nonday In fovember, 1865, Eolling W. Starke, the tn- 
cumbent, was reelected Prooats Judge. C. 8. tse was e- 
lectsd sheriff and John i, Hatent Was 6iected to doasieat 2s 


representative. #illliam A. Ashley, who had served in the 


Alabama Senats from 1855 to 1857 as a Bhig, was chosen to re- 


ay 
present Corres in ths Senate. 


The isgislature on January 7, 1666, passed an act 


giving the Commissioners of Coffee County authority to levy a 





eee Sil ae BOL theese ss Den ete. 

ie CESifo prey Apa 

Oe From ths original election rsturens in the Alsaba-a 
Denartment of Archives and Eistorr. 
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tax of one-forrth of ons per cent on all the taxadle nro- 
rersy to collect money to replacs the court’ house burned by 


Coo cat Recs iT loos, Sinee toe old court houss 


xg 


as 


burned the county had been rantine citices from C. Se Lag 


and 2. P, Frooks, nayine thom sach twenty aollars a mont 
Sas) 
rent, 


in April, 1836, the comulsstoners court appointed 
Selo s as J. W. Earner, A. V. As Vaughn; B, A. Cun 


mincs, and F. YW. Rushing as a bul cing committee to let th 


contract for tha new buil2ins, 4ejor Be He. Lewis submitted 


the low bid of 44,500 to erect the court Rouse, The build- 


ing vas completéd and turned over to tne county on June.4, 


¥a jor Lewis was paid by county treasury notes, and it 
was provided ty the court #hat if these notes were not paid 
when cue, the county would pay twenty dollars a month as 
interest, The total contract price was $4 2600, and two pay 
monte were paid of $1555,55 each, “wajor Lewis must nave ex- 


periencsa some difficulty in collecting tho final instali- 


ment, Sor cn January 6, 1869, he aeceoted a comsromiss 


1,515, which was $220.24 less than the origs 
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nal contract, 


~uring this seriod cofras County was cenleated in area 


2 


72 creation of tayo nay counties. Crens ay County as 
created by the lecislature on xovember 24, 1865, out of 
portions of Coffee, Pikes, Covington and Rnutlsr Counties. 


Aon bed i B& ae eye > SP on 8s ree ce} -.5-7 = 24 
~32299 i582 cha waestorn b22° 32 vGaUSli2. saven, Panss nine- 
tr. 


, s 
teen to Crenshaw, Geneva was macs a egeunty hy ths iszis= 
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lature on December 26,1265, out of 
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parts of Coffes, Dale 


and Uemry Counties, Coffea lost all of the terrttory in 


towmshiss one ane two of ranges ninevesn, twenty, twenty-one 
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wenty-ty0, end sectisns thtrtrz-ong through thirty-six 


inventions of tha neonle of Alatazs and on “aren 2 anc 25, 


1fS7, vassed acts relegating them to a condition of military 


Gepencence., The constitution of 1865 wag declarsd null by 


bf 


the feceral authorities, although tro sessions af tzs Lesis- 
leture rad met under it, texas had been collected, and new 


counties kad been created, Cn the first, second, and third 
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Nothing is known of Yarorouck's political} beltefs, but con- 


sicering the conservative votin=e of the people fin 1565 ane 


bets 


in 1668 zyhen voting on the constitution of 1557, 1t 1s in- 
conceivable that they would hava voted for 6ithsr a "carnet- 
asger” or a "scalawas." The convention had a large ae 
ment of negroes, people from the north who werg not citizens 
Of Alabarg, and even sone foresiscners, 

the peopls of Alabarsa were incensed over the flouting 
Of their rights and turned tis constitution down when it 
waa submitted to them in 1882, Cniy one huncred and eichty- 
two white people and elchty-twe colared voted for the cone 
stitution in Coffees County out of a tetal of one thousand 
three hundred ang ninsty~elcht resistered voters, +? Only 
18,58 per cent of the voters in Coffee approved the con- 
Stitution, whereas 47,08 der cent of the voters for the 
fe 
Stats eas a whole approved it, 
Ths voters of Coffees could express their displeasure 


Mora easily than thase in some of the other counties, for 


“@ permanent military cerrison wag never stationsd tn the 





a 
~~ 


“nt et ah! 
-teq ee” é acttie * 
safe excel & ad aesiaeenae 90 ® 
g: ots @qea et most os 

,erengietat ease a988 )-< ae 
+ ow eustats to eigen” an | 
sancut Se etaighs <hen? ee 


ia 
aoi3 03 Destinos GSR My 
S 












, 


—_ 


mae 7 Pr “T cas | a 


eticw awd 


‘a,e4 te 
a { ue > 
«tie « 


cat 


on 


pte 
Fe 
ct 
| 
Vy 
k+ 
$L 
1) 
cr 
| homed 
@) 
re) 
< 
Oo 
cr 
) 
se | 
{a 


county uncer whoss suservision an 
couic have been harded to the polls to "vote riches, 
Theres was no larce colored sosulation nor any creat wealth 
vO attract the tye of peonis who rodbed tha cittzsns of 
some sections of the South, Federal officials cars ta the 
COuntCy, babtsdidenot Seriously molest =hs peopis a> the 
county government. It was dus to these facts that Coffaa 
was able to ksep some of the sane men in county offices and 
in the legislatures who tad served in the Same cavacity during 
the war. . 

in 1557, a faderal cffictial came to the cOUuUnsy, and 
thosa who wishsd- could take ths oath of allegiance te sup= 
bort the Federal Constitution and become qualified voters, 


& total of 1,434 teak the oath, 259 of whom were Bo veoned eat 
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[oe largest numbsr of votes cast uw to this time was in the 
aze 


Dresicsntial élection of eS O,ewoenehe 274 peopls.votad,. The 
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iG9 white men sho took the oath, rep sec a larca cer 
cant cf the white men of WOUCLM= af04 
Fea siection of 1943 was held undar the supsrviston of 
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a Psderal renressntative ssnt to the county Zor that vurpase,. 
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Saicons most of the time, whils sould be voters waited tn 
varying desrees of exasperation, the voting went on for 
several days. Some of the citizens of the county tscame 
discusted at the turn things had taken and threw the ballot 
boxes in Pea River, but the federal offtctal and his as= 
Bistants daclared a ¥r. Wesks tre Probate Faces s Hevertke- 
less, Weeks was not recognized by ths citizens and Eolling We 
Starke, the incumbent, who had been running acainst Weeks 
continued to serve as Probtats Judce. No federal irsocos ap~ 
peared in Week's bekalf, In this election also John GC. 
Moore was declared to have been reelected to the lesislature, 
£5 for the presidential election of 1S65, the nesople of 
Corfse County definitely rectstered their will. Ulysses S$, 
Crant, the Revubdlican candidate, received only seventy-five 
votes, cut Horatio Seymour , the Democratic candidates, re- 

rs the Repudlicans received 47.93 per cent of the 
total vote for Alabama, but received only 6.17 per cent of 
tha Coffee County vote.” 


Tne war interrunted the flow of settlers to Coffea 


county end since tha war it has never been resumed in large 


proportion, The peoples ef the East were still en the move, 


but they were soins to Texas or further West. In studying 
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lection returns in Alabars Denartment Oo: 
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the population for 1870, it has to be kent in mind that 
Coffee lost territory and nonulation to Crenstaw County in 
1665 and to Ganeva County in 1868 

oe \ - 15 

+28 total population in 1370 was yy tee There were 
1,020 negroes, which was only 16.52 per cent of the total - 

2 7 

Bopw at ions p2awacr core tot ration to the COunt Tage cre 
period from 1500 to 1870 t4@ show oy the oristn of the 
pseple. In 1269, onl> 59.63 ner cent were orn in Alabers, 
Gti lOO te Peresntace horn in Alabama was 74.25, The 


following table sives the origin of the peonle Born in the 


South and the comarative bercentacss for 1860; 


16. Photographic Reproductions of th Hanuscript 
Sheets of ths ae ed States Cansus aemwncen for Alabama 
“in 1870, University of Alabama Lit orary. All of the tabn- 
Jac sous On population in this chaptsr are transcribed from 


:ic 


this sourcsa. The census o? 1870 wWaS so poorly ec cuinistered 
C7 Carzstbascers in the South and other incomseten ts elise= 
whera that is kay notuhs Becente without reservation, I+ 
ta ag Saeeoboe quoted in the belief that tt represants a 
rolatively accurate account of conditions in Coffee County 
oye: Sols fee apes and Scalavags atid not cain Pom ouea. 
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CRIGIN OF POPULATION FOR 1670 








States Number 1870 1860 
er Cant Per Cant 

Alabazsa 4,522 $4.25 32,00 

Gecorsia 1,029 15.67 <6 .54 

SoUuta Carcling e5U 6 OG ae ie a. 

North Caroling 1893 ago a 9 

Virsinta 

and 
#23t Yirsinita 48 Site seo 
Tennessee 2 «0S +10 


Cnliy slersn people were torn fn the northern Der Geol 
the United States. New York contributed five, Eassachusetts 
three, Delaware two, and New Jersey One. Of the two foreign 
corn, England and ireland contributed one each, 

The evaluation of 20) cng in 1870 wag 3487 ,036,7" 
The greatest wealth was still to be found in farm land and 
farm equipment. Seventy-seven per cent of the reportad 


wealth was invested in theses two things. 


ins freaing of the slaves increased the number of 


_~-Peopie used in tabulating the ficures for 1870 for only the 


wiites were lecal owners of wealth before the war, The per 


capita wealth for 1870 was tt: URS Alek Bah Several 1850, bet sas a 









ners i ee C3ansug Or eee San Pee “tates eToys 
#ll of tne tabulations on waalta, asTicuiture, churches, and 
education in this chapter are transcribed from this BOurCS. 
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reat Cecrease fron that of 1866, ‘he wealth per verson in- 
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12 in 1860 to $143.31 in 1860, but tn IS87¢ 
had ¢sclinad tO 275.53, The averase wealth per farily in 
1850 sag #253.80, but tr 1860 aa increased ty $866.57, 


whereas, tn 1879 it vas only 3333.53. The devression follog- 


in 1670, there were 50,545 acres of imoroved Yarn lang 
and 44,574 acres of unimproved land valued &t 3508,11C. whe 
Size of the farms On th? averaze was small, The following 


Vadis shrws t=9 cistritution of ferms as to Size in 1E50 and 


i870: 
Acres 
3 ike! 29 50 100 006 
and and - and and and and 
uncer under under uncer under undar 
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Trumber of Farms 
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375 160 54 4 


6 70 057 206 186 4 
4h6 loss of the slave labor probably was ‘a contributins factop 


in ths swine tcvard smaller farms, 
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farmers owed, not ccuntine the land, was Cie 21 S75 haad 
oP livestock valued Sel SPa es Ths follozing tanle shows 
commarative Tigures af farm aninals held in Secu. LEGO end 
1870, (Th table would lack Slconificance Because of g poo 
Cuctton of Corfss County's landea arca, &@ Pecuction oF 52.68 


vt en sa ee pt onto ex Ties ‘ F = Vaid Bi <2 = * — 
Bee tae, U4} sss 4.iowance Pop tris oe eras Column 


OS abe es cherefore, “as been adasd tg make that allosance as 23 





basis of COmmarigon in skoyi-- eenaral loss of ths tragic den 
cade), 
fara Animals 
Anivrsls 135350 1556 70 ‘2270 
pilusPol ses 
s A ~~ & 
cer agnt 
nOlS3ss By 0D4 1,284 o7, E139 
nUuisgs 2 SZo S21 425 


o- 


VOrkin=s Oxen 7216 210 $65 2,250 
Other cattle 11,838 eee a 4,382 3,512 
Sheen Cees 3,685 4,058 oS 


TiSPe wore omlsy 3.55 animals ser 5e8rson in 1ET0, whisre= 
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tho procuction of ell farm products tag declined badly 
during the war years and even for 1570 production ficurss 
stand in poor comparative position with production Ligeres 


for the antebsllum years, The following table presents this 





comparisons 

Farm Production 
rrodcucs 1350 ~ 1350 1370 Us fa! 
ee ed = - ss 


plus 32.66 
per cent 


iIncian Corn 


{(oushels} 156 ,610 257,222 121,552 161,009 
Oats, bushels 6,014 2,508 4,255 5,642 
Tovaccoe, pounés loom 225 1 0s2 1,095 
Cetton, bales 1,403 5,294 — 2,104 ae ioL 
nOOL, pounds 4,120 5,252 Gato f 6,938 
Peas and beans 

(oushels) 9,251 33,141 5,146 6,627 
Swest potatoes 
(bushels) ees SES, 78,557 Peo, 654 O7 , 487 
irish potatoes 
(bushels) 8s ag2 817 SSL 
Sugar, pounds 5,000 fe07/,000 $,287 
Holasses, cailions 6,593 3,485 ; 13,033 17,578 
Honsy end wax 
(roends) 19,3¢4 super! 9,618 eg ton 


in 1260, there were thirty-nine bushels of potatoes, 
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2m 1670, thers wore twenty-eicht organized churches {tn 
the county, but Only twenty-five church buildinss, This {s 
& decrease of nineteen churches from the total of forty-seven 
in 1860, Soma of the churches perhaps fifteen, listed in 
1€56 were in the 329 Sections of territory lost to Geneva 


7 


ane Cranshaw counties, The twenty-rivs vomalnins church 


Suildines had accomocations for 5,200 people, The two Pres- 


dyterian churches had accomzodations for 209 people, Tha 


Paotiss churches accommodated 5,000 people and the B@thodist 


chu “353 2,000. Phers were seats now for mors than eichty< 


fcur ser cent cr. the people, uhite and colored, ‘The buLfld= 
ings hed an overall evaluation of 90,7503 the averace valua 
of the buildings Fas 3230.00, 

A majority of the population of Coffees county in 19870 
vere iliiterate, The United States csnsus reports Wiss ero 


a>- 


couls cot read ana 1,512 who could not write, This ts out of 


4 


& total of 2,592 people over eighteen years of ace, The per 
cent of illiteracy in 1870 was 56,01, while in 1850, 1t was 
only 32.58, This large itncreasa-in illiteracy vas due in 


Part to the slaves having been freed, for they fiscured for 


the first time in the tabulation ficures fop LE7O.. Ent in 


eeateths heeross formed only 15,52 per cent of the ponula- 
tion, their adeition to this comptiation doas mot account 
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Ocner jobs. Fever chilécren could teke acvantace of what 
Opportunities were offersd, for th the men gone many of 
them ad to work, 

there were only 605 chiléren atten ding school in 1870, 
out of a total of 2,007 psopvle between the aces of fiva and 
signtszen, Of this nusber only eizsht vere HED Ws ree yele foutyl redhat 
oo7 whites, 205 were bass and oC4 were ¢irls.- In 1£50, 
30.78 per cent of the chiléren of School age were attendine 
senool, but in 1570 only £5.22 nor cant of those between the 


aces of rive and eishteen wsre snrolled in School, Elini- 


matings the neerses here, tb avsears that Scrool: attsndenes 
a eed 5 == k 


tn 1570 amons + os whites was improvins, but the situation wes 
dsplerable. This is not suwrorlising consicsring the impover= 
ished condition of the county and the scate, and the type of 


Eovernmment which was handling the state aifairs, 
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CINCLUSION 

Coffea County was settled in the 1250's, chiefly by 
Ppecnie from Gecrcia ane South Carclina, ‘ast of the 
Settlors wers poor ana cic not have money to buy larce 
tracts or land, Neltrer éi4 they hays tns larze -wsbess 
of slaveg which were necéssary to the Procuctison of cotton 
Cn a large scale, These thincs caused Coffee County to be 
& ssction peopled by small far rmers, but the one honéred and 
trenty-eicht per cent increase tn the number of slaves, 
from 1850 to ISé0, shows that ths économic and sdcial 
structure was undersoinc a ckanzgs. If the Civti War had not 
interrupted tts Cevelopment, in time Coffee County micht have 
mad & social ané economic structures aporoaching that of the 
Dlack-belt, 

in all the period uncep discussion Coffes’ County was 
Strictly rural. ‘The towns of Elba ané Clintonvilie ware 
hardly more then little villages, These people wore boor, 
unecucatsedg farmers, Often, isolated by distance, forest, and 
poor roads, Yeta community interes} was prevalent, Life 
revolved around the churches, whose scifices, vrimt tive in 
tion, nevertheless had seatings Space sufficient for 


nearly the whole population, 


sis unusuel fect incicates an 
encrmcous church attendances, a Clrcoumstance wh ich may bave 
tsen promoted by a desire for rélistous Satisfaction, but 


which also was crompted by yearning for Satisfaction of 





crsrarious instincts, 

At the church &atnerings, around the Villass or come= 
unity stores, at occasionesl social eatrerincs at homes, 
older peanle met, exchanged thoughts, mads Plans fer mutu=- 


21 assistance, ghile the Fousorul pliayad ana 


Hurted, 


ys" 2 


“Pile women talked of their harcshios, and bables, end 
hopes, men talked of crops, and ths price of cotton, and 
political issues, 


The greater strength ef ths Whig Party in Alsbere lay . 


in the black-belt, out the 


2 


conservative politicians of that 


party anc section oftan nad the Sstupport of larze numbers of 


voters in scuthsast Alabama 
Democratic b cept, Ga iwa 
and the congressional elect 
candidates Porc ee: in 

Veeers in this county, one 

state, alizcned itself with 

It doss Bot follow, however 
peonis were under dominance 
that in all elections excsn 
votec the Democratic ticket 


iniicstss a strict incdensne 


ceed, when the creat tsasuves 


e Coffee County usually voted 

S presidential election of 1843 
ton of 1255, it cave the Wats 
these instances the majority of 
of the poorsr sections of the 
the planters of ths black-belt, 
» that this was so because these 
of the planter class, ZOSeEaCG 
t those of 1648 ang 13553 they 
yeu twice decided otherwise 

in 


ence in political matters, 


of 1560 were batne sebated 
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Secession Convention, running on a platform sae immediate 
secassion received oe ste Der coir. of the tote! 
Alabera vote, but in Coffea County the percentage - waa 
sixty-six. Zere then was one of ths mocrest elements of 
southern socisty voting, oy a larger majority than that ex- 
pressed in sone of the wealvsier sections, for preservation 
of the institution of slavery even to tre extent of se= 
cession and almost inevitable warfare. This fact is in 
Bene atetion to the widely tald thesis that the antebellum 


pianter ‘dominated politics, and led the South in secession, 


maceer, it is an indication of the fear of the poor whites 


that tasy be piaced in legal EER and surely in eco=- 


nomic and” perracs even social competition with the blacks, 
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